


January 7, 2009 Minutes Page 1 of 1

Council Minutes
The Council of Allied Health in North Carolina

UNC General Administration Building, Board Room

Wednesday, January 7, 2009; 9:30 am – 12:30 pm
I. Welcome and Introductions – Karen Luken, Chair
1. Luken welcomes members and guests.  All members and guests introduced themselves.
a. UNC-CH—Steve Thomas, Kathy  Heilig, Tom Bacon, Judy Close, Diane Groff, Darlene Duncan, Lee McLean, Billy Pully, Sam Clark, Jim Sadler, Alan Brown, Alisa Debnam, Jessica Carpenter, Pat Porter, Mary Ellen - Wells, Darlene Sekerak, Josh Alexander, Patrena Benton, Walter Palmer, Lauren Holahan, Lee McLean, Martha Taylor,  Kim Harrer, Katie Gaul, Justine Seabolt, Kipp Parrish,Cornell Wright, Dee Daly, Karen Luken
b. ECU- Dawn Grant (AHEC Allied Health Representative), Gregg Givens, ECU College of AHS- Communication Sciences & Disorders, 
c. UNC-A—Rosalyn Wasserman, Terry Smith (Mission Healthcare), Dr. Riggs Mission Healthcare), Margaret Ottofy
d. UNC-Charlotte—Karen Schmaling (UNC Charlotte) , Patti Henry (President, NCSMA)
e. UNC-G—Lisa McDonald (UNC-G), Libby Halle (Greensboro AHEC), Mike Campbell (UNC-G), Nedra E. Hines (Northwest AHEC)
f. Western Carolina—Linda Stanford (WCU), Marie Huff (WCU).  Karen Luken reminded those at the UNC-Chapel Hill site to please sign in at the front desk when attending meetings.
II. Approval of November 5, 2008 Minutes—Approved
III. Recognition—Luken recognized two important past members of the Council
1. Pat Porter worked with the Council for many years; she was a founding member, board member, chair, and government liaison
a. Pat commented it was a wonderful opportunity to serve

b. Tom Bacon said both provided remarkable service to the Council, because of Kathy and Pat the Council has remained viable.  

2. Kathy Heilig was immediate past chair—represented the NC Hospital Association

3. Remarks from Kathy Heilig - Kathy thanked everyone and expressed a special thanks to Bill Pully. Comment from Bill Pully - Kathy provided tremendous leadership to the hospitals in North Carolina in the area of allied health.  Karen Luken shared her personal thanks to both.
IV. Presentations
1. Darlene Sekerak

a. Overview of Telehealth - Military and Criminal Justice system using Telehealth a lot
b. (A complete copy of presentation can be found on the Council website).

2. Dr. Josh Alexander

a. Work in a coordinated fashion as a team

b. 11th year on Program—Multidisciplinary Program - TeleAbility – internet program  for young children with disabilities in NC (but work with many other countries)

c. Provided goals of the program

d. Expertise Directory

e. Should have a site in each hospital for Telehealth

f. Change from—competition to collaboration

g. Glamorized way of getting people together

h. Opportunity to reach other people to change lives

3. Off site questions

a. Asheville:  Reimbursement question—global or separate billing—hands-on telemedicine.  6-T modifier-billing—bill for amount of time with family—line fee charges—DMA has information on website for billing
b. Tom Bacon—Chapel Hill: Professional development is that live—what software is used?  Gathering groups of 10-30 at 4 different sites, real time archiving, putting on website, receive credit
c. Lee McLean: Convinced that telehealth is the way to solve problems in underserved communities, constantly struck by upfront funding. Is DPI investing in the system, national and state vision?  Darlene:  Key - vision -  school system wanting to link various schools—small number of therapists.  System was not flexible when we invested; need to invest the right way for new and future accessible and public need for people to have access.  DPI having conversations, seem to be open and willing to collaborate.  Key vision to incorporate and be flexible to bring more resources.
d. Dr. Thomas: How do credentialing board and Accreditation Agencies feel about telehealth.  Students wanted clinical experience by telehealth.  Continuing education agencies becoming more comfortable where PT is accessible. Internships: do not know what extent that has come up.  Students who participated in project—question wasn’t posed—credentialing stand point policy on book support telehealth now license—jurisdicton is the biggest issue.  Mike Campbell UNC-G—1 pilot program encountered issues with licensure board—only program delivery services, they video conference reporting to board on quarterly basis on outcomes.  OT/ PT—have nothing.  Check with licensing board before proceeding.  Administrative guidelines in NC still need to be put together.  PT board silent on the issue, concerns—all other applicable regulations are in accord with onsite—still need to meet all standards.  If it can be accomplished – silent on the matter.
e. Dr. Alexander: Past due, there is the need to work with each other to collaborate and be a model for the state.
f. (Complete copy of presentation on Council website)

V. Presentation:  “2007 North Carolina Health Professions Data Book—Jessica Carpenter, Focus on distribution, future program placements
1. Lee McLean—questioned time to receive publication—can compare with US. What is the best ratio?  Does anyone have that kind of data?  No individual studies—hard to know what we should have.  High variability licensure law in NC.  No law on number of PTAs—PA have a limit can only sup 3 – laws are so variable—NC must respond to our rural community.  Different for each profession.

2. Terry Smith UNC-A—does the vacancy rate come from newspapers or online?  Data book is not based on vacancy rates.  2007 Job Vacancy Tracking Report—use of newspaper, internet—one newspaper chosen from each region, online sources sampling gives idea region to region.

3. Tom Bacon commented SLP vacancy in public schools—acknowledge limitation.  Good method of trends.  Hospital Association study—challenges. No perfect system for putting this in place—need to use a variety of sources.

4. Karen Luken—looking annually at trends.  May annual meeting at Friday Center—3 questions with a time limit.  She has thought regarding frame pres. Association
5. (Complete copy of presentation on Council website)

VI. Announcements:
1. Margaret Ottofy - Asheville: AB Tech Medical Assistant Program is up and running.  ----
Terry Smith:  UNC Asheville - BS RCP is up and running.  It is an online program. Thanks to SHEP’s study for assisting in the justification of the program.
2. Greensboro: No updates

3. UNC:  Charlotte—Karen Schmaling – UNC Charlotte graduated its 1st cohort from RCP (entire program online).
4. ECU: Greg Givens— Department Head of Communications Sciences and Disorders - Pilot Program for Audiology

5. Steve Thomas—5th Annual Healthcare Symposium—February 6, 2009. Helping individuals take responsibility for their own health We will send information to be posted on the Council website.
6. Education: —Ben Massey.   PT Examiners Board growing around the state and providing briefings.  Check AHEC website

7. Dee:  NC PT Association doing BETA testing for any group who wants to be a provider Can back date to January. Will be on the website: NCPTA organization; one course approved.

Meeting adjourned at 11:50 a.m.

