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Occupational Therapist, Institute of Physical Medicine and Rehabilitation; Peoria, lllinois
Occupational Therapist, Evanston Hospital, Evanston, lllinois

Occupational Therapist, St. Mary of Nazareth Hospital Center; Chicago, Illinois
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C. Research Support/Grants Past 3 Years

ONGOING
R0O1HD042168-05 G. Baranek (PI) 4/1/2002-6/30/2013
NICHD $456,368

Unusual Sensory Experiences in Young Children with Autism.

The goals of this longitudinal study are to characterize sensory symptoms in children with autism and DD, with
respect to developmental trajectories, parthogenesis, functional outcomes, and relationship of these features to
core features of autism including social, communicative and behavioral impairments.

Role: PI

1711/GB/01-201406-065-00-00-01 G. Baranek (PI) 07/1/2007-06/30/2010

Autism Speaks $181,603

Early Intervention for Children Screened Positive for Autism by the First Year Inventory.

The goals of this grant are to test the efficacy of an early intervention program for children at risk for autism
and other developmental delays utilizing responsive teaching methods in combination with content from the
domains of the First Year Inventory (i.e., social-communicative and sensory-regulatory features).

Role: PI

5-41126/0-110-4375 G. Essick (PI) 07/1/2007-06/30/2010

Autism Speaks. $134,169

Somatosensory Processing and Multisensory Interactions in Autism.

This project investigates unimodal and multimodal sensory processing using fMRI in high functioning adults
with autism as compared to neurotypical controls.

Role: Co-Investigator

R324B070056 L. Watson (PI). 07/1/2007-06/30/2010

Institute of Educational Sciences (IES). $221,323

Social Communication and Symbolic Play Intervention for Preschoolers with Autism Spectrum Disorders.
The major goals of this project are to develop, implement, and test the efficacy of an educational intervention
based on joint attention and play skills for preschoolers with autism in school setting.

Role: Investigator

H325D070011 E. Crais (PI) 07/1/2007-06/30/2010

U.S. Department of Education $196,404

Preparing SLPs, OTs, Early Childhood Special Educators, and Developmental Psychologists for Leadership
Roles in Teaching, Research, and Service Focused on Young Children with Autism.

The major goal of this project is to train early childhood professionals from 4 disciplines in leadership skills
needed to conduct research, service and/or teaching related to autism issues.

Role: Co-Director



PR064351 M. Tommerdahl (PI) 04/1/2007-03/31/2011

US Department of Defense $162,418

Cortical-cortical Interactions and Sensory Information Processing in Autism.

The major goals of this project are to investigate the mechanisms underlying cortical processing of
somatosensory information in high functioning persons with autism, and to what extent these processing
capacities may differ from that of individuals without a developmental disorder.

Role: Investigator

P30HDO03110 J. Piven (PI) 8/1/2003-06/30/2013

NIH/NICHD $899,628

The UNC Neurodevelopmental Disorders Research Center.

The major goals of this project are, through a multidisciplinary program, to support and promote research
relevant to understanding the pathogenesis and treatment/prevention of neurodevelopmental disorders.
Role: Investigator/Consultant

RO1HDO055741 J. Piven (PI) 7/1/2007-6/31/2012

NIH/NIMH $2,478,911 (network)

Brain Imaging in Infants at High Risk for Autism (ACE Network).

This 4-site project will test the longitudinal trajectories in early brain development of infant siblings of children
with autism.

Role: Investigator

CFDA 84.325 E. Crais (PI) 8/2008-7/2012

US Department of Education $194,232

Preparing Early Childhood Special Educators, Occupational Therapists, and Speech Language Pathologists,
for Working with Young Children with Autism and Their Families.

The goals of this project are to prepare master’s students in interdisciplinary fields to provide state-of-the art
services to children with autism and their families and serve as leaders in their agencies and communities.
Role: Co-Director

R01DC006893 P. Yoder (PI) 1/1/2009-12/31/2012

NIH/NIDCD $983,452 (UNC subcontract)

Predicting Useful Speech in Children with Autism.

The goals of this 2 site longitudinal study are to identify early child (i.e., intentional communication, attention
following & object play) and parent (i.e., linguistic mapping, synchronous nonobligatory talk, responsiveness)
predictors of vocabulary comprehension and communicative word use in young children with autism.

Role: Investigator

COMPLETED:
5-47239 D. Thorpe (PI) 7/1/2006—-6/30/2009
Cure Autism Now Foundation $54,546

Development of Motor Coordination & Anticipatory Control in Children with Autism.

The goals of this project are to investigate developmental differences in motor control between children with
autism and DD or typical controls ages 2 to 7 years and relationship of motor control deficits to functional skills.
Role: Co-PI

PENDING:
Admin Supp for RO1HD042168 G. Baranek (PI) 4/1/2002-6/30/2013
NICHD $112,013

Unusual Sensory Experiences in Young Children with Autism (Administrative Supplement).

The goals of this study are to recruit a large sample to conduct a cluster analysis and further characterize
sensory symptoms in children with autism with respect to developmental trajectories, parthogenesis, and
functional outcomes.

Role: PI



