The University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill

doctoral Program in Physical Therapy

SUMMARY OF CLINICAL EDUCATION ASSIGNMENTS

Students are required to participate in a series of 1 credit hour on-line courses that occur in conjunction with PHYT 764 (Clinical 2), PHYT 768 (Clinical 3), and PHYT 770 (Clinical 4).   Please find below a brief overview of the assignments are expected to complete as part of these courses.  As a clinical instructor you are not responsible for grading assignments.  Your support assisting students identifying resources within your facility as well as in completing feedback forms however is greatly appreciated.   The student will bring with them more detailed descriptions of these assignments with due dates for specific projects included.
PHYT 761- Clinical Practicum I
Since this is the first full-time clinical experience for the student, there are no additional assignments, and no additional course work outside of the clinical environment and what is assigned by the clinical instructor.  You may ask that the student work on a special project of provide an inservice if your facility prefers this.  Please keep in mind that the student has not yet completed their academic preparation regarding teaching and learning and presentation skills.

PHYT 764- Clinical Practicum II
1. Teaching and Learning:  During this time period students will be learning more about the process of teaching and learning including writing educational objectives.  They will be expected to prepare appropriate educational materials for patients and family members and appropriately integrate technology into these materials.  They will be required to submit a sample of their work in this area.
2. Community Resources:  Students will also be required to explore resources in the community for management of specific patient needs.  They will be required to define the specific patient need, and research resources.  They will be required to turn in a resource guide for meeting these specific patient needs.  Hopefully you will find this a valuable resource for your facility even after the student leaves.  
PHYT 768- Clinical Practicum III
1. Evidenced Based Practice: Students on this rotation are expected to be working on their ability to integrate evidence into their clinical practice.  Students will be asked to identify several PICO questions related to the patient care they are providing.  These questions will serve as the foundation for a review of evidence they will be completing in coursework in the fall.
2. Teaching and Learning:  During this rotation students will continue to focus on teaching and learning, however now the focus will be on teaching to peers and other health professionals.  We would like for students on this rotation to present an inservice to a group of colleagues.  If a group presentation is not available, we will allow for students to present this material to their classmates and faculty in an on-line environment.  This will be a major project for the students.  They will be required to incorporate a review of evidence about the topic and integrate appropriate technology into their presentation.  As the CI you are welcome to assign students a topic or assist them in the selection of a topic that may be of interest to other professionals at the facility.

PHYT 770- Clinical Practicum IV
1. Teaching and Learning:  Students will now be looking teaching and learning in a different way.  They will now be focusing on teaching and learning in professional education.  For this assignment they will be expected to write a sample of learning objectives for professional students at the early, intermediate, and advanced levels of professional education.  Students will also design a learning experience appropriate for the clinical setting in which they are working. This will provide clinical instructors with valuable teaching tools that they may use with future students while also teaching students some basic tools they may use as they mentor colleagues in the future.
2. Peer Review and Quality Assessment:  Students have already examined the quality improvement process, and peer review in the classroom.  Now they will have the opportunity to participate in these processes in the clinical environment.  We would like for you to help guide the students about an appropriate project within your setting.  They may select a peer review or quality assessment which looks at quality within a specific patient context, or they may select a project that looks at improvement of a process.  This may include participation in an ongoing CQI project within your facility, looking at customer satisfaction, just to name a few of the many possibilities.
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