Choosing a thesis lab and PhD program:

1. Ultimately you have two decisions to make: A) your thesis mentor and, B) your PhD program and the BBSP office needs to be informed of both of these choices at the same time in order for things to work smoothly.

2. In order to formally choose a lab and a PhD program you will need to have a conversation with the potential thesis mentor and the Director of Graduate Study (DGS) of the PhD program.  To ensure this occurs, the BBSP office requires these two individuals sign your Thesis Lab and PhD Program Selection form before you turn it in to the BBSP office.  These signatures are required for the BBSP to officially begin to process your transfer out of BBSP and into your new lab/program.  There are one or two (depending on your thesis lab) other signatures required on the selection form but those are not your responsibility.

3. You may choose for your thesis mentor any faculty member in whose lab you rotated this year.   If you did a summer rotation you can choose your thesis mentor and PhD program on March 6th.  If you did not do a summer rotation then you can commit to a thesis lab on May 15th  (* note this is one week earlier than the date published on the BBSP calendar of events).  

4. Your decisions must be communicated to the BBSP office by March 15th  (for those students choosing early) or May 22th (for those choosing at the end of the Spring rotation).  If for some reason you are not going to be able to meet these dates, please let us know as soon as possible (i.e. well before the deadline).
5. The faculty member whose lab you would like to join will most likely want to schedule a face-to-face meeting to discuss you joining the lab.   Recognize that you need to schedule this early enough that you have time to get the signature of the DGS of your PhD program and get the form to the BBSP office before the deadline.  This means you should probably be talking to faculty members about your intentions no later than early May.  It’s VERY important you be on time with these forms – this will ensure you get transferred properly and that you in turn get paid from your new pay source on time.  

6. You may choose for your PhD program any program with which your thesis mentor is officially affiliated.  Being ‘affiliated’ with a PhD program means that the program officially recognizes a particular faculty member as one who can train graduate students to receive a PhD in that particular program.  Many faculty members are affiliated with more than one PhD program so you will likely have a choice.    Your thesis mentor will want to discuss your choice of PhD programs with you.
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