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 Spring/Summer 2009  The Chapel Hill Connection 

Call to Order :  Secretary-Treasurer John Thorp 
called the meeting to order at 1:15 p.m.  A quorum 
was deemed present.  Minutes of the previous 
meeting were approved. 

Finance Committee Report:  Dr. John Thorp gave 
the Þnancial report. Dr. Thorp reported that the Ross 
Society continued this year to provide the 
Droegemueller Research award of $1,000 in travel 
funds to the third-year resident with the best paper 
on Research Day.   

Membership Committee Report:  The Ross Society 
nominations for 2009 were approved by the 
membership  

Future Meetings:  The 2010 meeting is scheduled to 
be held in the Chapel Hill area on Friday, May 14 – 
Saturday, May 15, 2009.   

There was discussion on ways in which to motivate 
current and former residents to attend the SocietyÕs 
meetings. This yearÕs registration fees were waived 
and the residents who came were very appreciative.  
Several suggestions were made by the members to 
help with membership and involvement by the 
current and former residents, including:  

1. Everybody call somebody – Having 
members from each class to call and/or 
email non-active members with 
encouragement to attend, possibly via 
teams, or Ôe-viteÕ automated reminders 

2. Offering Spouse/kids programs 
 

The group discussed what topics of interest that 
might be engaging for our group.  It was decided 
again for the 2010 meeting to combine the William 
Droegemueller Resident Research Day and the Ross 
Annual Meeting.  

 

New Business:  Dr. Thorp announced the formation 
of the Robert A. Ross Distinguished Service Award.  
Beginning in 2010, the Ross Alumni Society will 
initiate a Distinguished Service award (DSA) 
program.  Each year at our annual meeting one or 
more Ross members will be presented with a DSA.  
Selections will be made by the Ross Society 
Executive Committee and nominations will be 
sought from the membership.  The purpose of the 
DSA is to recognized individuals who have made 
outstanding contributions to the community, 
Department of Obstetrics and Gynecology, UNC 
School of Medicine, and the practice of medicine.  
It is the hope and intention of the Society that this 
program will provide appropriate and timely 
recognition of the service of its membership and 
inspire younger clinicians to follow in the footsteps 
of our founders who have done so much to improve 
the health of North Carolina women and children. 

Dr. Thorp also presented a new proposal for a new 
group that will fall under the Robert A. Ross 
Emeritus Group (RARE) that will be called the 
Friends of the RAR Society.  Members of FRAR will 
include spouses of deceased members and former 
departmental and hospital employees have had a 
special relationship with the Department. The 
formation of the FRAR group is to help spouses and 
others to stay involved with the Society after their 
souses have passed away.  

The 3rd year residents suggested setting up a Ross 
Society Facebook page to catch those former and 
current residents who are active in Facebook.  A 
Facebook page was set up by Dr. Kathryn Celauro 
and will be maintained by OB/GYN Administration. 

Dr. Thorp adjourned the meeting at 1:59 p.m. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Jennifer B. Davis, Administrative OfÞcer 

ROBERT A. ROSS SOCIETY 
ANNUAL BUSINESS MEETING MINUTES 
April 18, 2009  



 

 

  

For the Calendar 

25th Annual William Droegemueller 
Resident Clinical Studies Day and 
2010 Ross Residency Alumni Meeting 
 

May 14-15, 2010 
Chapel Hill, North Carolina 
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