Sexual Violence – Rapes, Coercions, Dominance, Power 

October 23rd
I) What is rape?

Domestic violence - as a pattern of behavior in any relationship that is used to gain or maintain power and control over an intimate partner. (National Domestic Violence Hotline) 

. . . For current purposes, the term acquaintance rape will be defined as being subjected tounwanted sexual intercourse, oral sex, anal sex, or other sexual contact through the use of force or threat of force. Unsuccessful attempts are also subsumed within the term "rape."Sexual coercion is defined as unwanted sexual intercourse, or any other sexual contact subsequent to the use of menacing verbal pressure or misuse of authority (Koss, 1988). . . .

. . . Acquaintance rape remains a controversial topic because of lack of agreement upon the definition of consent. In an attempt to clarify this definition, in 1994, Antioch College in Ohio adopted what has become an infamous policy delineating consensual sexual behavior. The primary reason this policy has stirred such an uproar is that the definition of consent is based on continuous verbal communication during intimacy. The person initiating the contact must take responsibility for obtaining the other participant's verbal consent as the level of sexual intimacy increases. This must occur with each new level. The rules also state that "If you have had a particular level of sexual intimacy before with someone, you must still ask each and every time." (The Antioch College Sexual Offense Policy, in Francis, 1996).This attempt to remove ambiguity from the interpretation of consent was hailed by some as the closest thing yet to an ideal of "communicative sexuality." As is often the case with ground breaking social experimentation, it was ridiculed and lampooned by the majority of those who responded to it. Most criticism centered on reducing the spontaneity of sexual intimacy to what seemed like an artificial contractual agreement. (The America Academy of Experts in Traumatic Stress website)

I) Are there differing degrees of rape? Is date rape a lesser form of rape?
readings: NC Sex Crime Laws (adapted from the website: Teens Speaking out Against Sexual Violence)

There are, according to the NC Sex Crime Laws “varying levels” of rape. However, “date rape is just as horrible as any other form of rape, and the law prosecutes accordingly. Approximately 68% of rape victims knew their assailant!” (Teens Speaking out Against Sexual Violence)
II) How prevalent is rape?  Who are the victims?  Who are the rapists? 

      
readings: Rape statistics 
additional statistics: Abuse in America (website)
Some of the pertinent numbers are given below:
i. Prevalence: Somewhere in America, a woman is raped every 2.5 minutes,                   according to the U.S. Department of Justice.  In Africa, 1 in 2 women risk being raped (Holistic Wisdom).  Overall “1 out of 3 women around the world has been beaten, coerced into sex or otherwise abused during her lifetime.” (Rape Statistics)
ii. Who are the victims: 9 out of 10 victims are women, however children, men, and even the elderly are victims as well. 81% of victims are white, 18% are black, and 1% are other races, although a disproportionate number of native American women are victims. Teens 16-19 yrs old are 3.5 times more likely to be victims. 
iii. Who are the rapists: As far as women go, Approximately 28% of victims are raped by husbands or boyfriends, 35% by acquaintances, and 5% by other relatives. [Violence against Women. Bureau of Justice Statistics, U.S. Dept. of Justice, 1994] 

iv. Location of Rape/Assault: Overwhelmingly, rape/sexual assault victims were most likely to be raped/sexually assaulted at home (33.7%) or at or near a friend/relative/neighbor's home (21.3%), than any other location reported. However, in contrast to the location of rapes/sexual assaults committed most by nonstrangers (45.5% at or in victim's home) varied dramatically.  However, ninety-four percent of rapes/sexual assaults occurred within 50 miles of the victim's home. 
Although there is an apparent discrepancy between female and male incidence—most male rape victims do not report the crime.  Most common rape of a man is by another man, but you will see below that women prison guards rape male prisoners, female teachers take advantage of male students, and older children rape younger children. At any rate, the rapists are still frequently friends or relatives of the victims, and are often repeat offenders.  
III) Why does rape occur?
Reading: Convicted Rapist’s Vocabulary of Motive: Excuses and Justifications (University of Conneticut)

Although this is not the best copy, this study looks at the rapists’ perspective.  It seems that generally the rapists believe that the women desired to be dominated and have the man take charge; that in fact, women just didn’t realize they wanted to have sex, and could be persuaded.  To quote, “This rapist said women like to be overpowered before sex, but to dominate after it begins.” Another rapist said that he, “…believed that his alcohol and drug use. . . .brought out what was already there, but in such intensity it was uncontrollable. Feelings of being dominant, powerful, using someone for my own gratification all rose to the surface.” 
“A man’s lady is like a coke bottle, shake it up, put your thumb over the opening and feel the tension. When you take a woman out, woo her, then she says “no, I’m a nice girl,” you have to use force All men do this.  She said “no” but it was a societal no, she wanted to be coaxed. Ah women say “no” when they mean “yes” but its a societal no, so they won’t have to feel responsible later.” – interview with one of the rapists from Convicted Rapist’s Vocabulary of Motive

IV) Is rape sex?  How do different societies view rape? How does our society view rape?
Reading: Sentenced to be Raped 

Reading from guest: Returning from Sick & Police Statement (note: the police statement is a full report of the crime, including detailed descriptions)
A current UNC medical student battles with the question “is rape sex,” “is what they did to me sex?  I don’t know.” Returning from Sickness is about what happened in central south America through a familiar view of “our” culture.  “The night smell of stale woodstove smoke mixed with urine from a mountain city in Central America blows now through an open car window with the most perfect temperature that is neither too hot nor too cold. One of the first things I thought was how would be able to tell my Mom? She will be crushed. And why did I get so upset over my microbiology final a few weeks ago? Such normal thoughts are deranged by an overriding sense that something horrible is happening… They are taking me away, obviously, and I know they are both going rape me at gunpoint in an abandoned house as they beat up my friend… they will leave me with a lifelong illness.”
Another account given in Sentenced to be Raped gives a complete contrast, which illustrates the status of women and the views of rape in another society as seen by the excerpt: “The village's tribal council determined that the suitable punishment for the supposed affair was for high-status men to rape one of the boy's sisters, so the council sentenced Ms. Mukhtaran to be gang-raped… Ms. Mukhtaran's duty was now clear: she was supposed to commit suicide.”  
V) How does the perception of rape change if the victim is a man versus a woman? Gay or straight? How does the perception change depending on the perpetrator? 

Female Perpetrators Reading: Female Rapists (web article) & Women Raping Men (web article
Male rape victims perpetrated by females is not unheard of as seen here.  The varied nature, or intent, appears to play a role as much as the sex of the offender as discussed in the readings.  
Perception Reading: Duke lacrosse (web article) & Jury Aquits Football Player Williams in rape Case (web article)
VI) What is society’s view on prison rape?  Is it different than rape in other settings? Should/will views change now that more adolescents are being tried as adults?

Prison Perpetrators Reading: Prison rape suit & Prison Rape NYC
There has been a focus, in the media, and politically on “slavery in prisons.”  
Prisoner rape is violation of international human rights law that meets the definition of torture: the intentional infliction of severe physical or mental pain or suffering for an illicit purpose and committed, consented, or acquiesced to by public officials. The rape of persons in detention has been classified as torture by several international bodies. In addition, the U.S. has ratified treaties that prohibit torture, slavery, and cruel, inhuman, or degrading treatment or punishment, without exception.  

In fact, research has shown that juveniles incarcerated with adults are five times more likely to report being victims of sexual assault than youth in juvenile facilities, and the suicide rate of juveniles in adult jails is 7.7 times higher than that of juvenile detention centers. As states try growing numbers of juveniles as adults, the risk of sexual abuse becomes much greaterHowever, it has been allowed to continue, “In short, the response to prisoner rape has been indifferent and irresponsible. Reporting procedures, where they exist, are often ineffectual, and complaints by prisoners about sexual assault are routinely ignored by prison staff and government authorities. In general, corrections officers are not adequately trained to prevent sexual assault or to treat survivors after an attack.” (Prison Rape Basics Web Article) 
VII) Why are so few rapes reported? Would it be more difficult to report someone you know?
In 1996, only 31% of rapes and sexual assaults were reported to law enforcement officials - less than one in every three. [National Crime Victimization Survey. Bureau of Justice Statistics, U.S. Department of Justice,1997.]

Rapes are not reported for several reasons: (National Rape Crisis Information website) 
· Fear of reprisals, 

· Not being able to identify an assailant, 

· Anxiety about having own conduct scrutinized. 

· Undeserved guilt combined with embarrassment 

· Victim/self-blaming 

In the general population, anyone under age 50, the age group 12-19 was most likely to report rape/sexual assault (35.7%), followed closely by the 20-34 age group (32.9%) and less likely were the age group 35-44 (26.8%). Figures for the over 50 age group were not available.

The most frequently cited reason for reporting rape/sexual assault was to stop or prevent this type of incident from happening again (19.5%), followed by to prevent further crimes by the offender against the victim (13.5%). 3.4% of rapes/sexual assaults reported were because the victim needed help due to injury.

Thirty-seven percent of rape/sexual assault victims would not disclose the reason they would not report the incident. The most frequently cited reason for not reporting rape/sexual assault was because the victim felt it was a private or personal matter (17.9%). This was followed closely by fear of reprisal (14.5%). 10.9% of victims said they did not report because of police inefficiency, ineffectiveness, bias, or the police would not want to be bothered. Interestingly, no one reported that they did not report the rape/sexual assault due to the fact that insurance would not cover it. An equal percent of victims (3%) said they reported the incident to other officials, or did not report it due to lack of proof. (http://www.swcp.com/nmcsaas/statistics.html) 
VIII) Public scrutiny: Charges vs. Convictions?
Reading: An alarming national trend: False Allegations (web site)
Regarding this study, 41% (45) of the total disposed rape cases (109) were officially declared false during this 9-year period, that is, by the complainant’s admission that no rape had occurred and the charge, therefore, was false. The incidence figure was variable from year to year and ranged from a low of 27% (3 out of 11 cases) to a high of 70% (7 out of 10 cases). The 9-year period suggests no trends, and no explanation has been made for the year-to-year fluctuation. 

IX) Do you feel safe?
Sites that help:

http://www.ndvh.org/  National Domestic Violence Hotline at 1-800-799-SAFE (7233) or 1-800-787-3224 (TTY).
www.rainn.org
www.nsvrc.org/about/idex.html 

Table 1: Domestic Violence Questionnaire 

You may be in an emotionally abusive relationship if your partner:

· Calls you names, insults you or continually criticizes you. 

· Does not trust you and acts jealous or possessive. 

· Tries to isolate you from family or friends. 

· Monitors where you go, who you call and who you spend time with. 

· Does not want you to work. 

· Controls finances or refuses to share money. 

· Punishes you by withholding affection. 

· Expects you to ask permission. 

· Threatens to hurt you, the children, your family or your pets. 

· Humiliates you in any way. 

You may be in a physically abusive relationship if your partner has ever:

· Damaged property when angry (thrown objects, punched walls, kicked doors, etc.). 

· Pushed, slapped, bitten, kicked or choked you. 

· Abandoned you in a dangerous or unfamiliar place. 

· Scared you by driving recklessly. 

· Used a weapon to threaten or hurt you. 

· Forced you to leave your home. 

· Trapped you in your home or kept you from leaving. 

· Prevented you from calling police or seeking medical attention. 

· Hurt your children. 

· Used physical force in sexual situations.

You may be in a sexually abusive relationship if your partner:

· Views women as objects and believes in rigid gender roles. 

· Accuses you of cheating or is often jealous of your outside relationships. 

· Wants you to dress in a sexual way. 

· Insults you in sexual ways or calls you sexual names. 

· Has ever forced or manipulated you into to having sex or performing sexual acts. 

· Held you down during sex. 

· Demanded sex when you were sick, tired or after beating you. 

· Hurt you with weapons or objects during sex. 

· Involved other people in sexual activities with you. 

· Ignored your feelings regarding sex. 

