Bioc703								Spring 2024 

Seminars in Chromatin and Epigenetics (1 credit hour)

Instructors: Dr. Rob McGinty (rmmcginty@email.unc.edu) and Brian Strahl (brian_strahl@med.unc.edu); 3060 Genetic Medicine

Class meets on the first Thursdays of each month: 12:00-1:00 PM, Location: TBD

Attend the monthly Carolina Chromatin Consortium (C3) seminars and participate in the yearly chromatin symposium (1 hour)

Learning Goals:
This class is designed to 1) enhance a student’s ability to understand scientific material in a comprehensive, cohesive manner, 2) enhance communication skills through scientific presentation, and 3) enhance each student’s ability to constructively critique and evaluate peer scientists: their mode of presenting as well as the data and conclusions they present.

Class Description:
The course focuses on the ongoing Chromatin and Epigenetic seminars that occur each month through the Carolina Chromatin Consortium. During the Spring semester, students will attend the monthly seminars given by different faculty across campus and participate in the scientific discussions by asking questions and engaging the speaker and others.  Students will be expected to familiarize in advance with the speaker’s work so that they can optimally engage the speaker when she/he presets. Students will also be expected to attend and present at the annual spring Chromatin and Epigenetics symposium, where they will present a poster or give a talk on their work.  Students will receive critical feedback on their projects as well as their presentations to improve their scientific approach and presentation skills.

Class Procedures:
Students attend the monthly C3 seminars and participate in the scientific discussion.  It is encouraged that students in the class meet in advance to discuss the research of the two faculty speakers to prepare for the class.  Students will also write and submit an abstract for the spring symposium, and will present at the conference.  Faculty in the Chromatin and Epigenetics Program will provide feedback on the oral presentation.

Grade Determination:
Grades will be determined based on attending the monthly seminars (50%) and by presenting at the Chromatin & Epigenetics Symposium (50%).  

Etiquette:
Throughout this course you will be interacting with the C3 seminar speakers. Be sure to hold yourself to the highest standards and be polite with speakers when you interact with them. 
