REQUEST FOR APPLICATIONS (RFA): UNC School of Medicine Core Voucher Projects

Program Overview
The Core Facility Advocacy Committee (CFAC) in the Office of Research Technologies, UNC School of Medicine (SOM), is pleased to announce a pilot program to support research projects that utilize UNC SOM biomedical research cores. This program provides vouchers worth up to $10,000 to be used exclusively for core services.
The goal of this program is to help laboratories innovate, test new ideas, develop new methods, or expand their research by engaging with cores they have not previously utilized. This program is not intended to supplement ongoing, currently funded research.

I. Eligibility & Requirements
Investigator Eligibility:
· Applicants must hold a full or joint appointment within the UNC School of Medicine.
· Investigators can be any rank and can include trainees. Trainees must submit with a letter of support from their primary mentor. 

Project Eligibility:
To be eligible, projects must be for new method development or the generation of pilot data for a project that is not currently funded. Applications must fall into one of the following two tracks:
Track A: Innovation and Expansion
The project must meet at least one of the following criteria:
· Pipeline Project: Utilizes more than one core facility.
· New Customer: The applicant is a first-time user of at least one core listed in the proposal.
· New Technology: The applicant is utilizing a specific technology or service they have not used before, even if they have previously worked with that core.

Track B: Grant Resubmission Support
The project aims to address a recent grant (within the last two cycles) that was deemed “Competitive but not Discussed.”
· Reviewer critiques must specifically suggest or request additional pilot data to address a concern(s).
· Vouchers will only fund the portion of data collection performed at a UNC SOM core facility.
· Required Documentation: Applicants must provide the reviewer critiques to be addressed with a voucher-funded project and the planned date for resubmitting the grant proposal.

II. Funding Details
· Award Amount: Up to $10,000.
· Spending Deadline: Funds must be expended by June 30, 2027. Carryover to the subsequent fiscal year is not guaranteed.
· Payment: A chartfield string will be provided for use in submitting core requests in either iLab or Infoporte. 
· Approved Cores: Projects must utilize cores managed within the SOM. A list of approved facilities is available on the Office of Research Technologies website.

III. Application Instructions
Submission Window: Wednesday July 1st - Friday July 24th at 11:59 PM
Online Portal: Submit Application Here
Required Components:
1. Project Description: Follow the format of a standard NIH Specific Aims page, including study design and expected outcomes.
2. Detailed Budget: Itemize costs for each core facility to be utilized.
3. Other Support: Provide a current "Other Support" and indicate if any current support is provided through the UNC SOM Office of Research Bridge Program or “bridging”-type funds from any other source.
4. Core Consultation & Attestation: Applicants must consult with the core director/manager(s) before submission.
· Core Director Attestation: must be signed by each participating core director to verify that the project and budget adhere to the core’s standards of rigor, reproducibility, and transparency.
· Core directors reserve the right to decline or suggest modifications to a project. 
· Core directors may set internal deadlines to request consultations. Please reach out to all the core directors your project requires well before the RFA deadline
· Applicant Attestation: Applicants must sign the attestation page agreeing to the conditions of the award. 
· Faculty letter of support for trainee-initiated grants: Trainees, including postdoctoral scholars, graduate students, and post-baccalaureate scholars, are welcome to develop and submit project proposals. We do require a letter of support from their faculty mentor indicating:
· If awarded, the trainee will have protected time to complete the aims in the project timeline
· If the trainee leaves before completion of the project, whether the lab will dedicate other staff resources to completing the aims of the project
· If the trainee leaves before the 12-month or 24-month project report deadline, the primary mentor will assume reporting responsibilities
5. (For Track B Applicants only) Official grant feedback/summary statement: Applicants must provide official documentation of the reviewer critiques that led to the proposed pilot data collection
IV. Review Criteria & Conditions
Review Process:
Applications will be assessed by the CFAC (with ad hoc expert input if necessary) using the 9-point NIH rating scale (1 = Exceptional; 9 = Poor). Scoring will be based on:
· Significance, Innovation, and Approach.
· Appropriateness of scope within the funding window.
· Feasibility of project completion by the deadline.
Funding decisions and reviewer feedback will be provided to all applicants in mid-September. 

Award Conditions:
· Reporting: Recipients must provide a brief progress report at 12 months and a full report at 24 months post-award. 
· Acknowledgment: All published work stemming from this award must acknowledge the core(s) utilized and the funding source:
"Funding provided by the Core Facility Advocacy Committee and Office of Research Technologies, UNC Chapel Hill School of Medicine."

Questions?
Please contact the Office of Research Technologies at corefacilities@med.unc.edu.
