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Even in the nation's most prolific tobacco-growing state, there is no patriotic duty to smoke.
That might seem obvious, given the damage that tobacco addiction can do to heart, lungs and
other body machinery. But suffice it to say that a powerful industry was never too enthused
about putting the brakes on recruitment of a new generation of smokers.

That's all the more reason to salute the progress made by North Carolina's Health and
Wellness Trust Fund in dissuading young people from lighting up. The decline in the number of
teenage smokers may not be dramatic, but the trend is in the right direction, and showing
better results than the national average. Gov-.elect Beverly Perdue, who has headed the trust
fund as lieutenant governor, should be proud.

The fund's message, often relayed teen to teen: smoking is dangerous and, well, yucky.
Between 2005 and 2007, the number of middle-school smokers in the state dropped from 5.8
percent to 4.5 percent, and among high schoolers from 20.3 to 19. Years from now, if this
trend continues, lives will be saved and public expense spared. With proof in hand that the
trust fund's approach works, there's no good reason not to push even harder.
More Editorials

DHHS doubts

Profile in courage

Calling a pro

Pine needles

Fixing Correction

Champion for students

Simple Steps that Will Slow the Signs
4 || of Aging
k '™

1 Checklist to Boost your Credit Score

= Build Muscle and Get Ripped without
Steroids

COMMENTS

You must be logged in to leave a comment. Login | Register

Home / Opinion / Editorials

@ Wwekome
M@ BECOME A MEMBER | Sign In

Advertisements

NEC

BUSINESS
ADVANTAGE

Be one of the first 100
businesses to register
and have $50 loaded

onto your debit card.

Use promo code

BA120BMMNG

Enroll now

Most Popular

Last 24 Hours
Deathbed words leave hit-and-run mystery
Fantasia's home set for auction
Peak Fitness settles suit, agrees to make
changes
Teen caught in pond near mall
Heels finally get it going

Last 7 Days
Perdue announces cabinet positions
Deathbed words leave hit-and-run mystery
Family wants its dog spared
Driver sought in fatal school bus wreck
What did the hot-dog man will?

Last 24 Hours
UNCG is online for high school students
Early C-sections endanger babies
Peak Fitness settles suit, agrees to make
changes
Distance education enrollment up 20%
Slowdown doesn't halt Raleigh company

Last 7 Days
Perdue chooses new HHS leader
UNCG is online for high school students
Your digital photo frame infected?
Job cut rumors put IBM on edge
Insider chosen to lead DHHS

Home Building?

(\II'UH on Stanton Homes answers your
LAe w questions about Home Building

1/8/2009 9:02 PM



So not cool - Editorials - News & Observer http://www.newsobserver.com/opinion/editorials/story/1354771.html

© Copyright 2009, The News & Observer Publishing Company
A subsidiary of The McClatchy Company
Help | Contact Us | Parental Consent | Privacy | Terms of Use | RSS Feeds | N&O Store | Advertising HostedSokstions
Hosting Partners of
newsobserver.com

2 of 2 1/8/2009 9:02 PM



