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Background

Results

* Tobacco retailers play an important role in

youth access to tobacco; roughly

20% of underage high school students aged 15-17 obtain their cigarettes

from purchasing them at a store.

* Under the 2009 Family Smoking Prevention and Tobacco Control Act, the
Food and Drug Administration (FDA) has authority to enforce minimum age

requirements of tobacco purchases.

* FDA conducts compliance checks of retailers by sending in underage youth

to attempt to purchase tobacco products.

 Little research exists examining national outcomes of such compliance

efforts.

Table 2. State inspections and warning letters for FSPTCA violations, 2014

Figure 1. Location of inspections and resulting enforcement action by FDA

Methods

* Publically available national FDA inspections results from January 1-
December 31, 2014 examined proportion of violations found in each state

« State-level characteristics: (1) youth smoking prevalence, (2) percentage
living in poverty, (3) historically tobacco-producing states, (4) license
requirement policies for cigarette retailers, (5) requirements for retailers to
post signs at or near the point-of-sale stating that selling tobacco products

to minors is illegal, and 6) Synar rates

« Used Spearman correlation to assess associations between state level
characteristics and proportion of violations by state

Results

« 77,018 youth compliance check inspections occurred during 2014 in 48 US
States and DC (NM and NV completed none)

* Warning letters for a violation were issued
(n=9,400)

in 12.2% of inspections

* The overall number of warning letters issued per state ranged from <10 in
six states and DC to 659 in Washington (M = 184, SD = 211)

* The percentage of total warning letters issued for youth access violations

ranged from 0% in Alaska to 19.4% in Mic
* The proportion of all US inspections comp

population were highly correlated (rho = 0.

nigan (M = 10.6%, SD = 6.8%)

eted and the proportion of the US
56, p <.0001)

* |nspections within a state were correlated with each other (ICC=0.16)

« State Synar rates and state licensing of tobacco retailers correlated with

compliance checks

Table 1. Correlations of state violation FDA compliance checks involving a minor, 2014

Variable Pearson correlation (r) p-value
Synar rate 0.45 <.01
Youth smoking rate 0.20 .16
Poverty rate 0.007 .96
Tobacco-producing state 0.08 .58
License requirement -0.35 .01
Sign posting requirement -0.03 .85
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