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1. Describe steps in
writing journal articles
and abstract

Diagnosis and Management of Malignant
Melanoma

BETH G. GOLDSTEIN, M.D., and ADAN ©. GOLDSTEDRT, M.D.
Tniversity of Morth Carolina at Chapel Hill School of Medicine, Chapel Hill, North Carolina

2. Effectively critique
others’ abstracts

3. Write a draft abstract for
an activity in which they
are involved
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The incidence of malignant melanoma has increased in recent years
rnore than that of any other cancer in the United States. About one in
70 people will develop melanoma during their lifetirme. Farnily
physicians should be aware that a patient with a changing mole, an
atypical male or multiple newvi is at considerable risk for developing
relanoma. Any mole that is suggestive of melanoma requires an
excisional biopsy, primarily because prognosis and treatment are
bagsed on turmor thickness. Staging is based on tumar thickness
(Breslow's measurernent) and histologic level of invasion (Clatk level).
The current recommendations for excisional remaval of confirmed
melanomas include 1-cm marging for lesions measuring 1.0 mm or
less in thickness and 2-cr marging for lesions from 1.0 mm to 4.0 mm
in thickness or Clark's level IV of any thickness. Mo evidence currently
shows that wider marging improve survival in patients with lesions mare
than 4.0 rm thick. Clinically positive nodes are typically managed by
ramnletaly remnouinn limnh nades in the area Flertive limnh nade

(>3 patient information
hendout on malignant

melanoma, written by the
authors of this article, is

provided on page 1374,

Jé"l & PDF wersion of this
document is available.
Dovwrnload PDF now (10
pages £ 201 KE). More
infosmation on using PDF

files.




Find time for writing

Create a writing team

. Produce a dratft
somehow

Produce 10 more drafts

. Send final draft to two
critical friends
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The North Caroling
Youth Empowerment Study (NC YES):
A Participatory Research Study
Examining the Impact of Youth Empowerment
for Tobaceo Use Frevention

Kuri M. Rikisl, Phld
Allan Seckler, D
Laura Linnan, =h
Caral C. Palterzon, MoA
Fric 8, Pevzner, MPH
Elizalesth Markaies, MIPH
Aclam 0, Goldstein, MDD, MPH
Tien MeGilon., MPH
Arana Bobo Peierson. MPH
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6. Submit for publication

/. Send rejected article to different journal
8. Get revision letter and revise

9. Article is published (one year)

10. Disseminate article to family and friends
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« Initially need three hours to discuss conceptual model for

manuscript.
« Critical need to ensure data analysis is complete
e Critical need to know three main points that you will discuss

« Establish a timeline for completion

 Plan time for weekly writing for three months

e 11/2to 2 hour time blocks

Pa—

« No distractions
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 Decide on authorship and co-authorship
 Rules on authorship are published
 Rules are only guidelines

 Decide on top three journals likely to publish
the article

 Decide on process for obtaining input and participation of writing
team

 Decide on process for changing authorship rules if needed

 Review next steps at the end of each meetin
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 Different ways to produce first draft
* More critical to accomplish this step than worry about form
 Usually lead author directs the writing of the first draft

 Standard format includes
* Introduction (1-3 pages)
« Methods (1-2 pages)
 Results (2-3 pages)
e« Conclusion (4-6 pages)

« OK to work on each section sequentially or in parallel

 Don’t worry about reference order initially
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Voluntary Conoannity Sexrvice by Family Physicians

th - Adarn 0. Goldstein, MD,
Jatmary 11™ Peter Cirtis Diane Calleson, PD

Brian Hemphill, WD, LIPH

Comments to the aroup, On reading Adam’s draft and the introduction I got the Gearge Garnble, PhD
irresistible urge to rewrite section of the results and discussion — partly because I didnot BB&%S&T&E&%H
see how I could provide effective edits for Adam to resnew without creating a Kandinsloy Peter Curtis, WD

likce graphic mess — so 'we redone it and hope it reads better. [ also added zome
references which Twill also go owver with Adam.

[ havea few adits in the introduction and I think Adam and [ can gquickldy go over these
together. Lets schedule a meeting Adam |

[ felt that no joumal editor would like 7 tables — that’ = my expenence — and it seemed as
if we could just report some data i the test — so [ suggest that Table 1 stays the same,
Table 2 stays the same but gets refifled . Educational Experience and role modeling in
cormrmunty service and has Table 3 mecorporated into it these areas are somewhat
connected) The new table 3 has a new heading half way down for the role modeling part -
IWodel Promaoting the Value of Commumty Service

Table 4 stays the same but becames Table 3

Table 5 iz reported ondy in test

Table 6 becomes Table 4 and incorparates Table 7 ( advocacy/lobbying

Evaluation Program
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 Drafts are an iterative process
 Don't take offense
e Seek criticism

 Final drafts will look far different
than initial draft

* It may not come together until final
draft

 Make sure data is organized into
shared files
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Modified
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) Surveys

~$¥al, Com. Service by Family P...

JABFP Revision letter?, doc

M5 04-49 Goldstein Revised | doc
M5 04-49 (Goldstein),doc

=3 rev comments 5,04, el

JABFP Rewvision letker, doc

Zom, Service FPs Final 2004, doc
iZom, Service FPs Final 2003, doc
JABFP letter,doc

Yol Com. Service by Family Phey, ..
Wol, Com., Service by Family Phey. ..
Yol Com. Service by Family Phey, ..

Yal, Com,

) -
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Service by Farmily Phyw. ..

Folder

1 KB Microsoft Ward ...
31 KB Microsoft Word ...
138 KB Microsoft Ward ...
171 KB Microsoft Word ...
3 KB CQutlook Express. ..
44 KB Microsoft Ward ...
138 KB Microsoft Ward ...
114 KB Microsoft Waord ...
28 KB Microsoft Ward ...
108 KB Microsoft Waord ...
105 KB Microsoft Waord ...
72 KB Microsoft Ward ...
293 KB Microsoft Ward ...

12/12(2004 52, ..
12/15/2004 1:4. ..
8/17/2004 3:29 P
8/17/2004 3:29 PI¥
8/17/2004 11:3..,
8/11/2004 2:55 PI¥
4/9/2004 1:55 AM
4/9{2004 1:19 AM
7/18/2003 2:15 PI¥
7/17}2003 2136 PI¥
3}26/2003 5.,
326/2003 11,
2}26/2003 71,
221}2003 11:5..,




 Itis important for someone to review article who has not read
previous drafts

* Pick a reviewer with track record of publication
* Pick a reviewer that can return comments in two weeks

 Make sure final manuscript acknowledges your reviewer’'s
assistance in an acknowledgement section at the end of the
manuscript

Acknowledogements:

Thank you to Don Pathiman, MDD, MPH for his assistance in manuscript preparation and

FEViEw.
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e Produce a final draft

 Ensure that draft conforms 100% to journal specifications

« Title page, Abstract, Text Body, Acknowledgement, References,
Tables and Figures

 Most journals now have on-line submission
 Will need signatures by all authors
 Once submitted, inform all co-authors about status

 Send all co-authors version of final submitted manuscript
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e Possibilities include:
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Acceptance as is (never)

Acceptance with minor revisions (occasionally)
Acceptance with major revisions (sometimes)
Rejection but with reviewer comments (often)

Rejected without being sent for review (sometimes)

Needs to happen 25% of the time

Needs to shoot for higher peered journals



Marning Driwe

THC School of Madicine
Chap=l Hill, MC

7517

Trnited States

FE: JAETF-04-0043% ‘Ver=ion 1
Commman ity Jerwice by HNorth Carclina Family Phy=icians

Dear addam 0. Gold=tein,

The abowe referenced manuscript has been accepted for publicarion upon the
sompletion of revizion=. FPlea=e addre== the rewviewer comment= belam.

l] The attached file contains warious =mall z2diting suggestions that wrou ca~=
n accept using the 'tracking' toel in Wozrd.

2] There are a ruamber of highl ighted =ection=s in the paper that have comman=
£y or question= that need o be addre==ed. =Z0

Zal Page=s 9 and 1l5: Wou di=zcu== finding=s that are not reported in wour tab=
le=.; please =mee notes about clarifying.

bl Page= 10 - 1Z: 2dd data to table=.

?)] Table= & - 5: Add N=

Please rewiew the conments on rour mana=script, and rewvise it a=s appropriate=
- Zend gour rewvi=ed marm=cript to M=_ FNancy Jacob=on, including the M3 i=

n the =ubjact heading. Nancy'= 2-mail i= Jabfpimed mazme  =duy .

Tour rewvised manm=script mms=st be returned within 45 day=s of this letter. Enc=
lp=e a respon=e o the rewviewers with your revised manuscript to expedite =
he final daci=ien on yoeur paper.

Jincerelsr,

Tictoria Meals, FRD, MPH

Deputy Editor

--2l6P65T6 . 1052955 9ES5SE  Javaail . rruser . rrappl? . cadmas . com—-—




=~ Subject: MS&04-124
From: Elaine Larson <elz3@columbia, edu
Date: 12/14/2004 11:44 AM

To: aog@med.unc.edu

Cur rewviewers have completed thewr blinded assessment of your manuscript,
"Policies to increase influenza and pneumococcal wnrmunizations. ", and have recommended substantial rewvisions before it 13
constdered for publication i ATIC. Below are some of the rewewers' comments:

'T don't really understand why the authors chose to survey so many different types of factlities, since they all face very different
challenges, and it seems like some of them are already under a state regulation, although thiz was not made completely clear i
the article. A major ormission was that there was no attempt to find out what the mmmunization rates were in the vanous types of
facilities, or for those with policies - what did thewr policies consist of? Was there any relationship between the type of policy
they had and immunization rates i thew facilities?"

"The topic of inmunization regulations and the mplementation of standing orders policies 15 certamnly an important one. But
think pethaps vou have taken an ovetly broad approach in this paper. It was admirable of vou to mclude so many different
types of nstitutions i your study, but they all face very different siuations and would probably be subjected to different state
requlations and need to dewvelop quite different types of policies. It would have been useful to talk a bat more about the state
regulation that did pass in INC. What itnpact has it had? The absence of immunization rates from the mstitutions you surveyed
was unfortunate. The optons of the mfection control directors, are ultmately not that surprising. It goes without saying that the
are concerned about infection and suppott policies that would promote vaccination. But it would be nice to learn more about
what kinds of policies they have i place, how these policies are worling, and what kind of barniers might stand m the way of
inplementing standing orders. "

"There are too many tables which are very long and detaled. Tables should be reduced in number to no more than 4.°



* Revisions must specifically address reviewer comments

* Prepare revised manuscript
 Prepare revision letter, numbering all revisions

* Revision cover letter signed by lead author

 Revision does not always mean acceptance
 Appropriate revision frequently leads to acceptance

 Rejection is rarely reversed
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aAce by Morth Caroling Farily Physicians: Response to Reviewers

il piro
. This helps to




 PDF files will arrive one month before planned publication date

 Read excruciatingly carefully to identify any errors and correct
« Last chance to correct errors
 Know when article is due to be published

 Consider contacting institutional public affairs office for press
release

o Ifits important to conduct and write it is important to disseminate

 Send co-authors copy of final article
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 Send copy of published article to all authors
 Send copy of published article to your boss
 Bring a copy home to your partner and children
« Have a party

e SMILE

« Let's getready to do it again!
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For questions or more information, Contact:

Tobacco Prevention and Evaluation Programs
Adam Goldstein, MD, MPH
Program Director
919-966-4090
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