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Plain Language Glossary

O DNA: the blueprint for a person which is written in

the letters “A, G, C. T” and inherited across each
generation.

O Gene: a small piece of DNA that provides the code

for specific functions or traits.

O Trait: any characteristic of a person; can be based

on one or multiple genes as well as the setting that a
person lives.

O Chromosomes: tight coils of DNA, containing multiple

genes, held within each cell.

O Genome: all of a person’s DNA organized in

chromosomes.
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