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	_______ Public Schools Occupational Therapy: 
Skills for the Job of Learning

For millions of children, the service of occupational therapy is a lifeline. People of all ages work with occupational therapists to help them participate in the activities of their daily life—for children, this often means finding success at school.  Sometimes children need occupational therapy in school to learn to do things we take for granted, like how to use classroom tools (pencils and scissors, for instance,) completing assignments, managing personal care, and even socializing.  Lawmakers believe occupational therapy is so important to the well-being of children, federal law mandates that schools must offer occupational therapy to children who need it.

The Occupational Therapy Team in ______ Public Schools has become a leading provider of school-based occupational therapy in the state of North Carolina.  Given innovative programming based on a synthesis of the profession’s practice guidelines and the North Carolina Standard Course of Study, the _____ Occupational Therapy Team has joined with the NC Department of Public Instruction and the Division of Occupational Science at UNC Chapel Hill to train school-based occupational therapists from across the state.
To celebrate National Occupational Therapy month in April, the _____ team will sponsor events throughout the month, culminating in a night of celebration on Thursday, April 19, at the Staff Development Center on City Road.  The evening is designed for parents to learn about occupational therapy in _______ Public Schools, meet the _____ OT staff, enjoy refreshments, and connect with other families.  Awards for student work, teacher collaboration, and 2007 _____ Occupational Therapist of the Year will be presented.  Festivities will run from 7:00pm - 8:30pm.    
Sue Practitioner, _____ Lead Occupational Therapist, remarks, “The _____ Occupational Therapy team is forging effective best practice models, not just for schools, but for a broad range of pediatric practice settings.  Our therapists are key strategists in inclusive schooling, child-/team-centered assessment, and intervention methods that promote learning for all students, not just those with disabilities.”  
Occupational therapy doesn't just treat medical conditions, it helps children stay engaged in the activities that facilitate development and give them a sense of purpose, despite challenges.  School-based occupational therapy is designed to enhance the student's ability to fully access and be successful in the learning environment. 

This might include working on using classroom items like crayons, scissors, notebooks, and computers, so the child can complete written assignments or stay organized in the environment.  The _____ Occupational Therapy team opened the 2006-07 school year with a “School Tools” presentation, in most kindergarten classrooms throughout the system.  Armed with props of tool boxes and hardhats, therapists shared with kindergarteners the proper names, ways to hold, and methods for using “tools” like pencils, glue, and scissors in their “job” as students. 
Occupational therapists in _______ Public Schools help children surmount their disabilities to do everyday things. The nature of the therapy depends on the child and their classroom environment; occupational therapists consider the whole person when developing a therapy plan.  Occupational therapists collaborate other professionals to ensure a comprehensive approach, like working with the teacher to modify the classroom and/or adapt learning materials to facilitate successful participation. 

Occupational therapy (OT) is a related service under Part B of the Individuals With Disabilities Education Act (IDEA), and is provided to help a student with a disability to benefit from special education. As such, OT is a supportive service. If a child has a disability, as defined by IDEA, and needs special education and related services to meet unique learning needs, then he/she might be eligible for OT services. The child must be eligible for special education before being considered for OT services in the schools under IDEA.  Eligibility for special education does not mean automatic eligibility for related services, including OT. The final determination is made by the multidisciplinary team in concert with the OT evaluation. 

To find out more about occupational therapy in schools, contact:
· the principal of your child's school
· the Lead Occupational Therapy Specialist in your school system.  In _______, contact, _____ Lead OT at PHONE#.   

· the special education director or coordinator for your child's school district 

· NC Department of Public Instruction, www.ncpublicschools.org 

· North Carolina Occupational Therapy Association, www.ncota.org



