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UNC-CHAPEL HILL MSOT PROGRAM APPLICATION PROCESS (July 2022) 
 

The Occupational Therapist Centralized Application System (OTCAS) allows you to apply to multiple programs from one 
online platform. OTCAS will collect the following information on all applicants to all programs: 
 

OTCAS Personal Information OTCAS Academic History OTCAS Supporting Information 

• Biographic Information 

• Contact Information 

• Citizenship Information 

• Race & Ethnicity 

• Other Information 

• High School attended 

• Colleges attended 

• Transcript Entry 

• Professional Transcript Entry Service 

• OTCAS Course Subjects 

• Standardized Tests 

• Evaluation (References) 

• Observation Hours 

• Experiences 

• Achievements 

• Licenses and Certifications 
 

 

 
 
PROGRAM MATERIALS 
Each OT program in OTCAS then has a section in which they can request additional information and materials. For the 
MSOT program at UNC-Chapel Hill, this will include the following:  
 

Prerequisites 

• Identification of courses taken for 7 academic prerequisites. For more information about these prerequisites, please 
see the “Prerequisites” page of our website 
(https://www.med.unc.edu/ahs/ocsci/prospectivestudents/programs/prerequisites/ ). 

 
Short-Answer Questions 
Instructions: 

• The first question under the Diversity heading is NOT required but all other questions must be answered for your 
application to be considered complete.  

• There is a 1000-character limit (including spaces) on your responses, so conciseness and clarity are important. 
 
Questions: 

1. Options for indicating gender and other important identities are limited in the current version of this 
application. Therefore, this space is intended to give you the opportunity to provide more information about the 
ways in which you identify, if you would like to do so. We recognize that individuals hold multiple identities 
(intersectionality) and believe that voluntary self-identification allows all of us to introduce ourselves 
authentically, which is an important step in advancing equity, diversity, and inclusion. This item is NOT required 
in order to submit your application or have it considered equitably along with all other applications. 

2. Please reflect briefly on your experiences with diversity, advocacy, and social justice. This may be related to your 
own identities and/or how you have come to recognize barriers experienced by others, particularly those in 
minoritized or marginalized populations. What strategies or actions do you think are important or helpful in 
advancing equity? 

The “Supporting Information” section also includes a general Personal Statement essay replying to the prompt: 

Explain why you selected occupational therapy as a career and how an Occupational Therapy degree relates to your 

immediate and long-term professional goals. Describe how your personal, educational, and professional background 

will help you achieve your goals.  

References are included here, though the subsection is called “Evaluation.” Applicants provide contact information 

for references, and references are contacted to complete a checklist of applicant qualities and upload a letter of 

recommendation.  
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3. Please reflect briefly on your accomplishments and/or academic experiences after high school. What was easy 
for you and what was difficult? What supports did you have? What barriers did you face? Please note that this 
short answer should not duplicate information you’ve already provided in the OTCAS Personal Essay. 

4. Please talk briefly about why you have chosen to apply to the MSOT program at UNC-Chapel Hill. 
 
Documents 

• Resume’ or CV: Please upload a resume’ or CV of no more than two pages. Paid or ongoing volunteer work in an 
OT setting may be included, but you do not need to include your OT observation/shadowing experiences on this 
document as they will be uploaded separately. 

• Essay: Upload a reflective essay addressing the course taken for the Occupation prerequisite. Include: 1) the 
challenges of learning a new occupation, 2) how the method of instruction facilitated or hindered learning, 3) 
the influence of other learners, and 4) how you felt about the outcome you created, and 5) how this experience 
expanded your understanding of occupation, humans as occupational beings, and/or occupation as a key to 
wellness. 200 word minimum, 400 word maximum. 

• Other: Record of OT experiences: Please upload a chart of observations and other experiences specific to 
occupational therapy. Experiences may be observation/shadowing, paid work, volunteer work, webinars, 
conference sessions, or other continuing education activities. The chart should include the following headings: 
Type of Experience, Location, Date(s), Practice Setting (for observation, paid or vol. work), Title (for webinars, 
etc.); Number of Hours, Supervisor or Presenter. 

 
OTHER IMPORTANT INFORMATION 
Prospective students applying to the MSOT program must apply to and be accepted by both the UNC Graduate School 
and the MSOT program itself. Therefore, the UNC Graduate School will contact all applicants following the submission of 
the OTCAS Application in order to get some other BRIEF information. Applicants must pay the UNC Graduate School 
application fee ($95) as well as the OTCAS fee ($150 for the first program and $65 for each additional program). 
 
TIMELINES 

• Application system opens mid-summer of each year (July 2022) 
• Deadline for OTCAS Application is December 1, 2022. 
• Deadline for the UNC Graduate School application is Tuesday, December 6, 2022 at 11:59 p.m. 
• You must FIRST submit your OTCAS application, which will trigger a prompt from the UNC Graduate School for 

you to complete a few brief items in the Graduate School application system. You are advised NOT to wait until 
the last day to submit either the OTCAS or the UNC Graduate School application! 

• Initial application review completed by mid-January; all applicants are notified, with 50-60 applicants being 
invited to interview. 

• Interviews are completed (in person or via Zoom, depending on circumstances) by mid-February. 
• Offers of admission and waitlist extended before March 1. All interviewees are notified at the same time. 

 
Questions? 
There is detailed information about OTCAS in the Applicant Help Center 
(https://help.liaisonedu.com/OTCAS_Applicant_Help_Center), so answers to all questions related to the application 
system should be sought there. 
 
If you have questions about the UNC MSOT program or application requirements specifically, please review the 
information provided on our website (https://www.med.unc.edu/ahs/ocsci)  and then contact osinfo@med.unc.edu if 
you cannot find the answer.  
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