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Here you will find a list of resources for you to increase your 
knowledge and skills around communication partner training 
(CPT). Resources listed include courses about specific CPT 
programs as well as courses more generally related to counselling 
and working with families.  

You will also find a list of research publications focused on CPT. 
While we understand these publications do not necessarily offer 
clinic-ready resources or methods, they do describe a variety of 
CPT approaches that have been studied and may be helpful to 
your practice.  
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Supported Conversation for Adults with Aphasia (SCA™) by Aphasia Institute:  

https://www.aphasia.ca/communication-tools-communicative-access-sca/   

  

Better Conversations with Aphasia: an e-learning resource by UCL's Division of Psychology and Language 
Sciences (PaLS):   

https://www.ucl.ac.uk/short-courses/search-courses/better-conversations-aphasia-e-learning-resource   
  

Supporting Partners of People with Aphasia in Relationships and Conversation (SPPARC) (Book + 
downloadable materials and digital resources)  

https://www.routledge.com/SPPARC-Supporting-Partners-of-People-with-Aphasia-in-Relationships-
and/Lock-Wilkinson-Bryan/p/book/9780863886898  

  

Life Participation Approach to Aphasia (LPAA) Knowledge Certificate Course by Aphasia Access:  

https://www.aphasiaaccess.org/knowledgebadge/  

  

Family Adaptations to Brain Injury: Thinking with Speedbumps by the American Association for Marriage 
and Family Therapy:  

https://www.aamft.org/store/detail.aspx?id=L1712   

  

Using Medical Family Therapy with Caregivers of Older Adults by the American Association for Marriage 
and Family Therapy:  

https://www.aamft.org/store/detail.aspx?id=L1724  

  

Integrative Couple and Family Therapies: Treatment models for Complex Clinical Issues by the American 
Psychological Association:  

https://www.apa.org/education-career/ce/1360564  

  

Applying Hope to Couple Therapy by the American Psychological Association:  

 https://www.apa.org/education-career/ce/ccw0077  

  

Couples and Family Therapy CE Courses by PESI:   

https://catalog.pesi.com/category/couples-family-therapy  
  

Gottman Couples Therapy Online Training by The Gottman Institute:  

https://www.gottman.com/product-category/online-learning-professionals/  

  

Introduction to Murray Bowen’s Theory of Human Functioning by The Bowen Center for the Study of the 
Family  

https://www.thebowencenter.org/introduction   

  

Courses 
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Open Access or ASHA Access:   
 
Ahlsén, E., & Saldert, C. (2018). Activity-based communication analysis – focusing on context in 
communication partner training. Aphasiology, 32(10), 1194–1214. 
https://doi.org/10.1080/02687038.2018.1464645  
  
Beeke, S., Johnson, F., Beckley, F., Heilemann, C., Edwards, S. & Maxim, J., et al. (2014) Enabling better 
conversations between a man with aphasia and his conversation partner: incorporating writing into turn 
taking. Research on Language & Social Interaction, 47(3), 292-
305. https://doi.org/10.1080/08351813.2014.925667  
  
Beeke, S., Beckley., Johnson, F., Heilemann, C., Edwards, S., Maxim, J., & Best, W. (2015) Conversation 
focused aphasia therapy: investigating the adoption of strategies by people with agrammatism, Aphasiology, 
29:3, 355-377, https://doi.org/10.1080/02687038.2014.881459  
  
Beeke, S., Volkmer, A., & Farrington-Douglas, C. (2021). TeleCPT: Delivery of a Better Conversations 
approach to Communication Partner Training during a global pandemic and beyond. Perspectives of the ASHA 
Special Interest Groups, 6(6), 1776-1785. https://pubs.asha.org/doi/10.1044/2021_PERSP-21-00160  
  
Hagge, D. (2014). Alternative service delivery model: A group communication training series for partners of 
persons with aphasia.  Perspectives on Neurophysiology & Neurogenic Speech & Language Disorders, 24,114–
117. https://doi.org/10.1044/nnsld24.3.114  
  
Kagan, A., Black, S. E., Duchan, F. J., Simmons-Mackie, N., & Square, P. (2001). Training volunteers as 
conversation partners using “Supported Conversation for Adults with Aphasia” (SCA): a controlled trial. 
Journal of Speech, Language, and Hearing Research, 44(3), 624–638. https://doi.org/10.1044/1092-
4388(2001/051)  
  
Kong, A. P., Chan, K. P., & Jagoe, C. (2021). Systematic Review of Training Communication Partners of 
Chinese-speaking Persons with Aphasia. Archives of rehabilitation research and clinical translation, 3(4), 
100152. https://doi.org/10.1016/j.arrct.2021.100152  
  
Schaffer, K. M., & Henry, M. L. (2021). Counseling and care partner training in primary progressive 
aphasia. Perspectives of the ASHA Special Interest Groups, 6(5), 1015–1025. 
https://doi.org/10.1044/2021_persp-20-00296  
  
Shrubsole, K., Power, E., & Hallé, M. C. (2023). Communication partner training with familiar partners of 
people with aphasia: A systematic review and synthesis of barriers and facilitators to 
implementation. International journal of language & communication disorders, 58(2), 601–628. 
https://doi.org/10.1111/1460-6984.12805  
  
Volkmer, A., Spector, A., Warren, J. D., & Beeke, S. (2018). The “Better Conversations with Primary 
Progressive Aphasia (BCPPA)” program for people with PPA (Primary Progressive Aphasia): protocol for a 

Publications 

https://doi.org/10.1080/02687038.2018.1464645
https://doi.org/10.1080/08351813.2014.925667
https://doi.org/10.1080/02687038.2014.881459
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https://doi.org/10.1111/1460-6984.12805
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randomised controlled pilot study. Pilot and Feasibility Studies, 4, 158. https://doi.org/10.1186/s40814-018-
0349-6  
  

 For purchase or through a library:  
  
Beckley, F., Best, W. & Beeke, S. (2017) Delivering communication strategy training for people with aphasia: 
what is current clinical practice? International Journal of Language & Communication Disorders, 52(2), 197-213. 
https://doi.org/10.1111/1460-6984.12265  
  
Bevington, L. J. (1985) The Effect of a Structured Education Programme on Relatives' Knowledge of 
Communication with Stroke Patients, Australian Journal of Human Communication Disorders, 13(1) 117-121, 
https://doi.org/10.3109/asl2.1985.13.issue-1.09  
  
Boles, L. (2015). Establishing Alignment in Aphasia Couples Therapy in a Woman With Wernicke’s Aphasia: A 
Case Study. Communication Disorders Quarterly, 36(4), 219–230. https://doi.org/10.1177/1525740114544317  
  
Boles, L., & Lewis, M. (2003) Working with couples: solution focused aphasia therapy, Asia Pacific Journal of 
Speech, Language and Hearing, 8(3), 153-159, https://doi.org/10.1179/136132803805576110  
  
Booth, S., & Perkins, L. (1999) The use of conversation analysis to guide individualized advice to carers and 
evaluate change in aphasia: a case study, Aphasiology, 13(4-5), 283-303, 
https://doi.org/10.1080/026870399402109  
  
Borenstein, P., Linell, S., & Währborg, P. (1987). An innovative therapeutic program for aphasia patients and 
their relatives. Scandinavian journal of rehabilitation medicine, 19(2), 51–56.  
  
Beeke, S., Maxim, J., & Wilkinson, R. (2007). Using conversation analysis to assess and treat people with 
aphasia. Seminars in speech and language, 28(2), 136–147. https://doi.org/10.1055/s-2007-970571  
  
Blom Johansson, M., Carlsson, M., Östberg, P. & Sonnander, K. (2012) Communication changes and SLP 
services according to significant others of persons with aphasia. Aphasiology, 26(8), 1005-1028. 
https://doi.org/10.1080/02687038.2012.671927  
  
Blom Johansson, M., Carlsson, M., Östberg, P. & Sonnander, K. (2013) A multiple-case study of a family-
oriented intervention practice in the early rehabilitation phase of persons with aphasia. Aphasiology, 27(2), 
201-226. https://doi.org/10.1080/02687038.2012.744808  
  
Booth, S., & Swabey, D. (1999). Group training in communication skills for carers of adults with 
aphasia. International journal of language & communication disorders, 34(3), 291–309. 
https://doi.org/10.1080/136828299247423  
  
Carragher, M., Sage, K., & Conroy, P. ( 2015). Preliminary analysis from a novel treatment targeting the 
exchange of new information within storytelling for people with nonfluent aphasia and their 
partners.  Aphasiology, 29, 1383 –1408. https://doi.org/10.1080/02687038.2014.988110  
  
Chang, H. F., Power, E., O’Halloran, R., & Foster, A. (2018). Stroke communication partner training: a national 
survey of 122 clinicians on current practice patterns and perceived implementation barriers and 

https://doi.org/10.1186/s40814-018-0349-6
https://doi.org/10.1186/s40814-018-0349-6
https://doi.org/10.1111/1460-6984.12265
https://doi.org/10.3109/asl2.1985.13.issue-1.09
https://doi.org/10.1177/1525740114544317
https://doi.org/10.1179/136132803805576110
https://doi.org/10.1080/026870399402109
https://doi.org/10.1055/s-2007-970571
https://doi.org/10.1080/02687038.2012.671927
https://doi.org/10.1080/02687038.2012.744808
https://doi.org/10.1080/136828299247423
https://doi.org/10.1080/02687038.2014.988110
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facilitators. International Journal of Language & Communication Disorders, 53(6), 1094–1109. 
https://doi.org/10.1111/1460-6984.12421  
  
Cherney, L. R., Simmons-Mackie, N., Raymer, A., Armstrong, E., & Holland, A. (2013). Systematic review of 
communication partner training in aphasia: methodological quality. International Journal of Speech-Language 
Pathology, 15(5), 535–545. https://doi.org/10.3109/17549507.2013.763289  
  
Croteau, C. & Le Dorze, G. (2006) Overprotection, “speaking for”, and conversational participation: a study of 
couples with aphasia. Aphasiology, 20(2-4), 327-336. https://doi.org/10.1080/02687030500475051  
  
Croteau, C., McMahon-Morin, P., Le Dorze, G. & Baril, G. (2020) Impact of aphasia on communication in 
couples. International Journal of Language & Communication Disorders, 55(4), 547-557. 
https://doi.org/10.1111/1460-6984.12537  
  
Cruice, M., Blom Johansson, M., Isaksen, J., & Horton, S. (2018). Reporting interventions in communication 
partner training: a critical review and narrative synthesis of the literature. Aphasiology, 32(10), 1234–1265. 
https://doi.org/10.1080/02687038.2018.1482406  
  
Cunningham, R., & Ward, C. (2003) Evaluation of a training programme to facilitate conversation between 
people with aphasia and their partners, Aphasiology, 17(8), 687-707, 
https://doi.org/10.1080/02687030344000184  
  
Eriksson, K., Hartelius, L., & Saldert, C. (2016). On the diverse outcome of communication partner training of 
significant others of people with aphasia: an experimental study of six cases. International Journal of 
Language & Communication Disorders / Royal College of Speech & Language Therapists, 51(4), 402–414. 
https://doi.org/10.1111/1460-6984.12216  
  
Fox, S., Armstrong, E., & Boles, L. (2009) Conversational treatment in mild aphasia: A case study, 
Aphasiology, 23:7-8, 951-964, https://doi.org/10.1080/02687030802669526  
  
Hallé, M.-C., Le Dorze, G., & Mingant, A. (2014). Speech-language therapists’ process of including significant 
others in aphasia rehabilitation. International Journal of Language & Communication Disorders, 49(6), 748–760. 
https://doi.org/10.1111/1460-6984.12108  
  
Hilton, R., Leenhouts, S., Webster, J., & Morris, J. (2014). Information, support and training needs of relatives 
of people with aphasia: Evidence from the literature. Aphasiology, 28(7), 797–822. 
https://doi.org/10.1080/02687038.2014.906562  
  
Hinckley, J. J., & Packard, M. E. (2001). Family education seminars and social functioning of adults with 
chronic aphasia. Journal of communication disorders, 34(3), 241–254. https://doi.org/10.1016/s0021-
9924(01)00049-1  
  
Hinckley, J. J., & Packard, M. E. (2001). Family education seminars and social functioning of adults with 
chronic aphasia. Journal of communication disorders, 34(3), 241–254. https://doi.org/10.1016/s0021-
9924(01)00049-1  
  

https://doi.org/10.1111/1460-6984.12421
https://doi.org/10.3109/17549507.2013.763289
https://doi.org/10.1080/02687030500475051
https://doi.org/10.1111/1460-6984.12537
https://doi.org/10.1080/02687038.2018.1482406
https://doi.org/10.1080/02687030344000184
https://doi.org/10.1111/1460-6984.12216
https://doi.org/10.1080/02687030802669526
https://doi.org/10.1111/1460-6984.12108
https://doi.org/10.1080/02687038.2014.906562
https://doi.org/10.1016/s0021-9924(01)00049-1
https://doi.org/10.1016/s0021-9924(01)00049-1
https://doi.org/10.1016/s0021-9924(01)00049-1
https://doi.org/10.1016/s0021-9924(01)00049-1
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Hinckley, J. J., Packard, M. E., & Bardach, L. G. (1995). Alternative family education programming for adults 
with chronic aphasia. Topics in stroke rehabilitation, 2(3), 53–63. 
https://doi.org/10.1080/10749357.1995.11754080  
  
Hopper, T., Holland, A., & Rewega, M. (2002) Conversational coaching: Treatment outcomes and future 
directions, Aphasiology, 16(7), 745-761, https://doi.org/10.1080/02687030244000059  
  
Isaksen, J., Blom Johansson, M., Cruice, M., & Horton, S. (2018). Essential elements of communication 
partner training – can they be identified using the TIDieR checklist? Aphasiology, 32(sup1), 99–100. 
https://doi.org/10.1080/02687038.2018.1487011  
  
Johansson, M.B., Carlsson, M. & Sonnander, K. (2011) Working with families of persons with aphasia: a survey 
of Swedish speech and language pathologists. Disability & Rehabilitation, 33(1), 51-62. 
https://doi.org/10.3109/09638288.2010.486465  
  
Jagoe, C., Isaksen, J., Cruice, M., Pais, A., & Bowen, A. (2018). Evaluating communication partner training in 
aphasia: considering qualitatively informed randomised controlled trials (RCT) in an international 
context. Aphasiology, 32(sup1), 103–104. https://doi.org/10.1080/02687038.2018.1486389  
  
Kagan, A. (1998) Supported conversation for adults with aphasia: methods and resources for training 
conversation partners, Aphasiology, 12:9, 816-830, https://doi.org/10.1080/02687039808249575  
  
Lock, S., Wilkinson, R., Bryan, K., Maxim, J., Edmundson, A., Bruce, C., & Moir, D. (2001). Supporting Partners 
of People with Aphasia in Relationships and Conversation (SPPARC). International Journal of Language & 
Communication Disorders, 36, 25–30. https://doi.org/10.3109/13682820109177853  
  
McMenamin, R., Tierney, E., & MacFarlane, A. (2015) Addressing the long-term impacts of aphasia: how far 
does the Conversation Partner Programme go?, Aphasiology, 29(8), 889-913, 
https://doi.org/10.1080/02687038.2015.1004155  
  
Mooney, A., Beale, N., & Fried-Oken, M. (2018). Group Communication Treatment for Individuals with PPA 
and Their Partners. Seminars in Speech and Language, 39(3), 257–269. https://doi.org/10.1055/s-0038-
1660784  
  
Nykänen,A., Nyrkkö, H., Nykänen, M., Brunou, R., & Rautakoski, P. (2013) Communication therapy for people 
with aphasia and their partners (APPUTE), Aphasiology, 27:10, 1159-1179, 
https://doi.org/10.1080/02687038.2013.802284  
  
Oelschlaeger, M. L., & Damico, J. S. (2000). Partnership in conversation. Journal of Communication 
Disorders, 33(3), 205–225. https://doi.org/10.1016/S0021-9924(00)00019-8  
  
O’Rourke, A., Power, E., O’Halloran, R., & Rietdijk, R. (2018). Common and distinct components of 
communication partner training programmes in stroke, traumatic brain injury and dementia. International 
Journal of Language & Communication, 53(6), 1150–1168. https://doi.org/10.1111/1460-6984.12428  
  
Purdy, M., & Hindenlang, J. (2005) Educating and training caregivers of persons with aphasia, Aphasiology, 19 
(3-5), 377-388, https://doi.org/10.1080/02687030444000822  
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https://doi.org/10.1080/02687030244000059
https://doi.org/10.1080/02687038.2018.1487011
https://doi.org/10.3109/09638288.2010.486465
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https://doi.org/10.1080/02687039808249575
https://doi.org/10.3109/13682820109177853
https://doi.org/10.1080/02687038.2015.1004155
https://doi.org/10.1055/s-0038-1660784
https://doi.org/10.1055/s-0038-1660784
https://doi.org/10.1080/02687038.2013.802284
https://doi.org/10.1016/S0021-9924(00)00019-8
https://doi.org/10.1111/1460-6984.12428
https://doi.org/10.1080/02687030444000822
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Rautakoski, P. (2011) Partners' self-perceptions of the use of different communication strategies during total 
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Rautakoski, P. (2011) Training total communication, Aphasiology, 25(3), 344-365, 
https://doi.org/10.1080/02687038.2010.530671  
  
Rautakoski, P. (2012) Self-perceptions of functional communication performance during total communication 
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Saldert, Charlotta, Johansson, C., & Wilkinson, R. (2015). An interaction-focused intervention approach to 
training everyday communication partners: a single case study. Aphasiology, 29(3), 378–399. 
https://doi.org/10.1080/02687038.2014.948803  
  
Simmons-Mackie, N. (2018). Communication partner training in aphasia: reflections on communication 
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Simmons-Mackie, N., Kearns, K., & Potechin, G. (2005) Treatment of aphasia through family member 
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Sorin-Peters, R. & Patterson, R. (2014) The implementation of a learner-centred conversation training 
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