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Poplar	leaves	whistle	in	a	breeze	
as	life	eases	into	the	infinite	beauty	
of	a	lazy	summer’s	day,	teasing	
flitting	butterflies	and	meadow	flora	
as	blackberry	vines	and	orchard	bowers	
melt	into	fragments	of	ancient	towers.	
The	ebb	and	flow	of	crumbling	castles	
and	the	decay	of	modern	buildings	

While	ivy	weaves	into	the	landscape	
and	the	mistletoe	kisses	the	night	
which	heaves	into	the	River	Avon,		
flowers	fade,	and	the	bard’s	sculpture	
shines	with	the	bleeding	sunset,	
listening	to	a	herd	of	bleating	sheep.		
I	travel	back	home,	gone	is	my	vacation.	

Instead	of	gathering	around	my	tribe,	
a	tribe	of	friends	for	today	and	tomorrow	
gratitude	for	the	learning	endured.	
As	Mother	Time	fades	into	yesterday,	

Gunshots	and	lockdowns	trapped	
into	a	counterpoint	state	of	suspended	
animation,	the	animosity	of	acrimonious	
pent-up	rage,	frustrations	borne		
of	helplessness--	wellness,	they	say.	
And	I	listen	and	listen,	but	the	night	
drowns	in	the	chorus	of	the		
singing	cicadas	and	the	oblivion	

of	feeling	trapped	and	lost	evolves.
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