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As I hurried down the empty hospital hallway, the red exit sign caught my eyes. Leaving the

hospital after a long shift is a relief, but how does it feel for the patients leaving without a clear
diagnosis for their lifelong pain? For the caregivers who will return the next day, just as they have
done for weeks or months? For friends and families who have paid their last visit to a loved one?
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Jiwoo Lisa Kim is a third-year medical student at the
UNC School of Medicine. She earned her Bachelor
of Science in Biology from Duke University, where
she also conducted research on neural circuits
of sensory perception, with a focus on pain. Her
academic interests include pain perception and
management. Outside of medicine, Jiwoo enjoys
taking photographs, both for personal joyment and
for publications.
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