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• FAQs
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Agenda



The Community Health Training 
(CHT) Program is a two-pathway 
program focused on community 
medicine in rural and medically 

underserved settings.

Community Health Training Program

Mission
Cultivate future physicians who are committed to serving the diverse communities 

of North Carolina, particularly in rural and medically underserved areas. 



Ideal for students passionate about reducing health disparities, addressing 
physician shortages, and championing primary care disciplines.  

Our scholars share a commitment to making an impact on the health of NC: 

To improve access and quality of care for the state’s most vulnerable residents

Community Health Training Program

        

         

         

     

    

     

        

      

      

         

        
     

        

        

      

        

       

       
       

        

      

    

         

        

      

          

         

            

     

      

      
         

       
        

      

     

      

         

      

        

       

       

       

         

        

    

    

       

       

        

     

   

      

       

        

     

       
      

           

        

          

     

    

           

           

      

      

       

          

      

          

      

    

    

        

        

       

          

     

          

       

        

      

           

     

            

       

     

     

    

      

          

       

     

      

      

      

      



• Passion for Primary Care
• Family Medicine
• Internal Medicine
• OB/GYN
• Psychiatry
• General Surgery
• Pediatrics
• Med-Peds

• Want to be personally developed and inspired to 
reach their full potential in 3 vs 4 years

• Desire for smaller and more personalized medical 
education experience

• Interest and Intent to Practice:
• Community Based Medicine

• Rural Medicine

Who is a Good Fit?

A Commitment to the People of North Carolina and to Serving Underserved Populations



Accelerated (3 year) Pathway

• Completes SOM Curriculum in 3 
years

• Directed Pathway to Affiliated GME 
Program

• Academic Requirements 

Non-Accelerated (4 year) Pathway

• Completes Traditional 4 year SOM 
Curriculum

• Not associated with Directed 
Pathway to Affiliated GME Program

• Able to take extended study time, 
repeat courses, take LOA, dual 
degrees, etc 

• Less stringent Academic 
requirements

CHTP –Pathway Options

Option to apply for Acceleration Pathway during MS1 and MS2 Year



Greensboro 
Cone Health

• Family Medicine
• Internal Medicine

Asheville 
Mountain Area Health Education Center

• Family Medicine
○ Boone  
○ Hendersonville 
○ Asheville 

• Psychiatry
• General Surgery
• Internal Medicine

Chapel Hill
University of North Carolina

• Family Medicine
○ FQHC Track
○ University Track

• Psychiatry
• Pediatrics

○ Primary Care Track
○ University Track

• Med-Peds

• Family Medicine
○ Black River FQHC
○ Wilmington

• General Surgery
• Psychiatry
• Internal Medicine

Wilmington
New Hanover Regional Medical Center

Raleigh
WakeMed

• Internal Medicine

• Family Medicine

Charlotte
Novant Medical Center

Residency Opportunities for Acceleration



• CHTP Students with a rural 
focus may also apply for Kenan 
Rural Scholarships, which 
provide financial support, 
mentorship, and rural clinical 
experiences throughout medical 
school and into residency
• Apply during summer 

between MS1 – MS2 Year

Scholarship Amount:
• 3 yr – $35,000 total

• Year 2 - $10,000
• Year 3 - $15,000
• Match Scholarship -->  $10,000

• 4 yr – $45,000 total; $55,000 
if match in NC GME program
• Year 2 - $10,000
• Year 3 - $15,000
• Year 4 - $20,000
• Match Scholarship -->  $10,000

Kenan Rural Scholarship



• Financial Savings
• Scholarship Opportunity
• Cohort Experience
• Dedicated Mentorship and 

Teaching
• Early, Intentional, and 

Longitudinal Clinical Exposure
• Community Based Curriculum
• Flexibility in Exploration 
• Accelerated Pathway -  Early 

Residency Exposure

Program Benefits



How CHTP Fits into UNC 
SOM Curriculum



MTEC 107 

Basic Clinical Foundations in Community Care

• Longitudinal ½ days in clinic 
• Tied to Specialty Interest

• Timeline: March of MS1 year – May of MS1 
year

• Requirements: 6 to 7 half days of clinic

• Foundation Phase Credit

MTEC 108 

Advanced Clinical Foundations in Community 
Care

• Longitudinal ½ days in clinic 
• Tied to Specialty Interest

• Timeline: Aug of MS2 year – Dec of MS2 year

• Requirements: 12 to 14 half days of clinic

• Foundation Phase Credit

CHTP Specific Courses

Foundation Phase



CHTP Specific Courses

MTEC 116 

Community Health Summer Experience (CHSE)

Credit Hours: 6 FP Credits

Timeline: Between MS1 & MS2

• Kick Off: June 1st and 2nd

• In Community: Week of June 8th – July 17th

• 1 week vacation

Course Requirements

• 24-half days of clinic

• Kick-Off Orientation 
• Weekly Community Health-Based Didactics

• POCUS Experience 

• Scholarship Project   

• Community Engagement Experience: Includes written reflection and 

its impact on the community and other stakeholders











Foundation Phase

Community 
Health 

Summer 
Experience - 

8 weeks

Application Phase (March – 
September)

Application 
Phase 

(October – 
Dec) 

Application Phase (October 
– February)

Individualization

Individualization

Foundation Phase

MS1
August:
All students 
into UNC 
SOM

MS1
Dec / Jan:
Apply for CHTP
- Select Accelerated or Non-

Accelerated Pathway 

MS2:
 2nd Opportunity for Acceleration

Kenan Rural Scholarship Application

Accelerated 
Graduation 
Path

Two Entry Points for Acceleration 

MS1 and MS2 years
• MS1 year – all available directed pathway 

slots
• MS2 year – remaining directed pathway 

slots 

All students need to take summer curricular 
activity to be able to be eligible for 

acceleration

Curricular Timeline
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• Professionalism:
• Must not have repeated professionalism concerns 
• Non-adherence to attendance standards and responsibilities 
• Inability to consistently respond to communications  
• Found responsible for misconduct by UNC Office of Student Conduct
• Sanctioned by Student Progress Committee with remediation in professionalism or other adverse 

outcome.

• 100% compliant with health & safety requirements (forms, immunizations, etc.) including all 
administrative deadlines met

• Completion of Student Affairs Leadership Modules

• If placed on “Academic Monitoring/Supported Status” or has repeated academic struggles as noted by 
> 2 NBME Shelf exams or course failures, CHTP will review progress, and student may be asked to no 
longer participate in CHT and required coursework

• Student must remain in good standing at UNC School of Medicine during duration of CHT participation

Eligibility Requirements



• Meet Requirements of all CHT Students
• NBME average of > 78%
• No course failures
• Must pass the PCC1 Final exam
• No need to take Extended Study time for Step 1 NBME prior to 

Application Phase
• If a student is placed on “Academic Monitoring/Supported 

Status”, the Community Health Track Director will review 
progress, and student may be decelerated to the 4-year 
curriculum.

Eligibility Requirements – Accelerated



Outcomes



Please reach out to CHTP Leadership Team if you 
want to set up a separate Campus visit or GME 

shadowing experience!

Zoom Info Sessions

• Specialty Specific Info Session
• Thurs, Dec 11
• 5:30p – 6:30p

• Campus Specific Info Session
• Tues, Dec 16
• 5:30p – 6:30p

Thursday, December 11 at 5pm – 6:30pm



• Application Open: November 5th

• Application Due: January 4, 2026 @ 5pm
All Applicants apply to Community Health Training Program
• CHTP Program (3 & 4y) – Same Application

• Within Application can select:
• Intent to apply for Acceleration

• Specialty
• Program Location (suggest up to three!)

• Two LOR Required
• Mission
• Academic Abilities

• CV Required

• Interviews: Mid January 2026
• All Applicants – Interview with CHP Leadership
• Accelerated – Interview with GME Programs

• Decisions: Feb. 13, 2026

How to Apply:

https://www.med.unc.edu/md/curricul

um/pathways/community-health-

training-program/

Application Available!



• Can I do (BLANK) and CHTP?

• YES: MED Supplemental TA, Summer Study Abroad*, SHAC Leadership, Research, UNC FM Summer Research 
Fellowship

• NO: Scholarly Concentration, Kenan Urban Scholarship, Castillo Scholars

• How does CHTP work with Campus Placements?

• What does a strong applicant look like for this program?

• I'd be interested to better understand how Kenan scholar program now fits with the Community health program

• Are there any post-residency requirements for this program?

• What if I am not sure what specialty I want to do? How does program allow you to explore specialties?

• Spanish-speaking opportunities and community health work in surgery

• Would someone in OB/GYN only be allowed to apply non-accelerated?

• I'd love to hear about some of the past student summer projects! 

• What type of person should we ask for our recommendation letter? 

• For MAHEC, do we apply to one campus or all of them together?

FAQs



Faculty Director: Caroline Roberts, MD
caroline_roberts@med.unc.edu

Pathways Program Director: Lisa Long
Program Coordinators: 
• Hayley Applegate 
• Maggie Carver

Faculty Leads:
• Family Medicine - Caroline Roberts, MD
• Pediatrics - Katie Jordan, MD
• Psychiatry - Winston Li, MD
• General Surgery – Jonathan Stem, MD
• Medicine-Pediatrics - Megan Hoppens, MD
• Internal Medicine – Emily Sturkie, MD

Contact Us!

Community Health Training 
Program Website

mailto:caroline_roberts@med.unc.edu
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