RAD 406

Two Week Career Exploration Elective
2012-2013
Elective Catalog Description

Sponsoring Department:   Radiology
Course Title:  Career Exploration in _Diagnostic Radiology___________
Faculty Course Director:   Claire B. Wilcox, M.D., cbwilcox@med.unc.edu
Coordinator:  Mr. Jeremy Boomhower, jeremy_boomhower@med.unc.edu
Prerequisites:   UNC SOM student, Completion of MS II year
Periods Offered:   Not during Blocks 2-5 or Blocks 7-9
Maximum Enrollment:  2
Clinical/Non-Clinical:  Clinical
Duration of Elective/Selective:
2 weeks
Where/When to report on first day:  Radiology Education Center, 2108 Old Clinic Bldg, 8:00 am.
Learning Objectives: (what student will be able to do as a result of this experience)
1. Observe and work with faculty and residents in Diagnostic Radiology.
2. Gain an understanding of the breadth of Radiology as a specialty, and the variety of imaging examinations and interventional procedures within the practice of Radiology.
3. Understand the importance of interaction and communication between 


Radiologists and Primary Care Providers in the care of patients.

4. Understand the logic and criteria used by Radiologists and colleagues to direct study selection, interpretation and possible treatment. 

5. Become familiar with the PACS system for viewing, manipulating and sharing images. 
6. Develop an understanding of what is involved in training for Radiology as a specialty or subspecialty career.
Learning Activities: (What the student will do e.g., conferences, rounds, clinic, expected hours, on-call requirements/opportunities)

1.  Students will rotate throughout the Radiology Department’s work areas on consecutive days, observing the work flow, and participating as directed by the Radiologists, fellows and residents in those areas.  Observing image interpretation, biopsies, fluoro procedures, interventional procedures, and attending departmental conferences are expected.  Assisting in each area with patient history gathering, contacting requesting physicians, and researching clinical diagnostic problems using WebCis, online resources, and PACS will be part of the days’ activities.

2.  Introduction to the PACS system will be given on Day 1.


     Introduction to Radiation Safety considerations will be given on Day 3.


3.  Daily Noon Conference attendance is required for further exposure to current Radiology practice at UNC.   Attendance at other conferences, such a Multidisciplinary Conferences or Clinical Review Conferences, will be as directed by the subspecialty areas.
 
4.  One evening each week will be spent On Call with the Upper Level Radiology Resident until 10 pm.  


5.  Exposure to Research activities in the department is available for the interested student.

6.  Online tutorials about Radiology as a career, and basic Radiology concepts will be available, as well as reference books for exploration.

7.  On the final day, the student will be expected to prepare a presentation of an interesting Radiologic case which demonstrates the role of Radiology in that patient’s care.
Evaluation: (How student will be evaluated e.g., observed administering procedures, interviewing patients, presentation at case conference, participation in rounds, patient write-ups)
   
All 2 week career exploration electives are pass / fail.  

To receive a passing grade, the student must demonstrate professionalism, interest and effort by attending all activities and appropriate conferences, and by completing a Radiology case presentation.

STUDENTS:  This elective is an exploration experience in the specialty of Diagnostic Radiology, and is not intended to generate a letter of recommendation or to generate a Residency interview.  This two week exploration is not adequate to address all the nuances of effectively using Radiology in caring for patients.   RAD 401, our elective for third and fourth year med students, is a more detailed course to explain Radiology issues with emphasis on Radiology for Interns.  Completing this two week exploration, RAD 406, will not preclude the student from enrolling in RAD 401.  Completing RAD 401 obviates the student’s enrollment in RAD 406.
