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General  

• Lisa Rahangdale (lisa_rahangdale@med.unc.edu) is interested in hearing your feedback re 

converting the admissions process for 2020-21 to virtual interviews. The questions she has for 

students are whether they think this will be helpful and whether this might have significant impact 

in choosing the school. We would try to have virtual tours and conversations on interview day, but 

then we could offer open houses on certain days throughout the Fall/Winter  so that in-state 

students/local (since that is the vast majority of our class) could come and interact with students 

and see the campus if they wish. We would not track who showed up for that so no one feels like 

they “have” to show up. Please email her if you would like to work with the Admissions team to 

develop this idea further 

 

• AAMC has a newly released webpage with specialty specific information. It shows students 

interested in that specialty how the programs are adjusting the match process 

https://students-residents.aamc.org/applying-residency/article/specialty-response-covid-19/ 

 

Application Phase Questions 

Can you all comment on the fact that Application phase students have lost majority of the their vacation 
time (in December and after the end of App phase in February)? Is this subject to change? 

We are doing our best to allow App Phase students to complete your education in a compressed time 
period. The calendar now posted includes the planned vacations. 
https://www.med.unc.edu/md/curriculum/files/2020/04/Application-Phase_2020-2021_REV-
COVID_04.09.20.pdf  In addition students will have more flexibility this coming June. 

Indy Phase Questions 

Could you please offer some advice for students trying to study for and take step 2? My late July date 
just got cancelled...what are the contingency plans here? Should I be studying? Is step 2 going to even 
be a requirement? I’ve heard prometric is supposed to administer step 2 as an essential test- how do I 
schedule it? Help!!! 

The communication from the NBME has been confusing. At this point we are hearing the Prometric 
Centers will re-open May 1 but that capacity will be reduced and students will randomly be cancelled.  

We are adjusting the policy related to Step 1 and Step 2 exams. 

https://www.med.unc.edu/md/policies/files/2019/02/Completion-of-USMLE-Exams-LCME-9.6-9.9-

10.3.pdf. Likely the education committee will approve the following additions to the policy: “that 

students who are not able to schedule Step 2 CK or Step 2 CS due to closure of testing sites, will be 
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allowed to continue in the National Residency Matching Program but will be encouraged to take Step 2 

CS and Step 2 CK as soon as feasible”. 

Students can also reach out to OAE for individualized Step 2 study maintenance plan. 

 

Individualization Phase Questions 

So just to clarify, we will be reselecting Block 4 courses? 

When will the administration communicate who will return to individualization phase in Block 4? Thank 
you. 

Can you please clarify which students make up the “limited number of students” who are expected to 
return to rotations in May? Thanks 

Yes, we will redo the Indy Phase scheduling for block 4-14 to make sure all students have the best 
possible schedule to allow them a successful match and an on-time graduation. You will soon get a 
survey to complete where you will list the courses you want. We will tailor everyone’s schedule to give 
everyone their best possible choices  

We will prioritize matching rotations with specialty plans for students 

We are assessing capacity now and ideally we will be able to place all Indy Phase students starting May 
26. We are working hard with departments and campus leaders to make this happen. If we do have 
limited capacity, we will prioritize students who are graduating in 2021 and students who have not yet 
had an AI  

How soon should we return to Chapel Hill or our campuses before we restart clinical rotations 

We will give more guidance on this but anticipate returning 14 days or more before the restart 

When it comes time to reselect courses, should we do so under the assumption that ERAS will be 

pushed back? 

There is an increasing sense that ERAS will be pushed back but we don’t know exactly how far. We will 

work hard to schedule your most important courses as early as possible. We are also working hard to 

increase capacity for UNC students this summer and early fall. If ERAS does get pushed back it will just 

give us more flexibility 

[2021] Hi, i am curious about the possibility of Auditing COVID-2 coursework? Would this be possible? As 

someone interested in EM the Case-Based Emergency Medicine course is incredibly appealing. Certainly 

not something i want to pass up, but i also do realize the importance of Ramping up my studying in the 

coming weeks for Step2 CK. Would it be possible to audit the course such that i would still have access 

to the resources and presentations covered in the course but can direct my time flexibly as i ramp up CK 

Studying 



Students can audit COVID2 (“Special topics in COVID-19”). They should email the Coordinator (found in 

the original course listing sent out last week) to audit a specific section 


