
Townhall June 16, 2020 

 

General 

Update from student leaders: Be on the lookout for emails regarding the book discussion using the book 
White Fragility. Be on the lookout for emails regarding the lecture series on Diversity/Equity/Inclusion 
being sponsored by the Department of Ob/Gyn. And cast your vote for Whitehead lecturer.  

Safety on the wards and in the community is paramount. We are looking for multiple ways to message the 
importance of maintaining public health measures to spread COVID (physical distance, masks, and 
frequent hand washing). Students in all phases need to be reminded and we have to find ways to remind 
others on the team. Your suggestions and input are needed 

A Task Force has been convened to make recommendations for ways to enhance integration of social 
justice concepts and anti-racists components into the curriculum and recommendations to improve the 
learning environment and enhance faculty development. The task force will present its recommendation 
to the education committee in October for expedited implementation. It has broad representation from 
students, faculty, and staff and across the Health Profession schools.    

Will clinical phase students still be getting drug tested? 

Full implementation of drug testing was postponed due to COVID. We will start universal testing prior to 
start of App Phase in 2021. Some campuses and sites already require drug testing. The change to 
universal testing was made to ensure an equitable approach to testing, to simplify process, and to allow 
OME to cover the cost. Here is the policy on our website: 
https://www.med.unc.edu/md/policies/files/2019/04/Substance-Abuse-Policy-for-UNC-MD-
Students.pdf . We remain firmly committed to de-stigmatizing this illness and helping students get 
appropriate treatment for substance abuse problems 

UWorld has currently extended subscriptions for users whose subscriptions were going to expire in June. 
However, for people who had later test dates that had to be pushed further back due to COVID, UWorld is 
not providing subscription extensions and it is unclear if they will consider any further extensions. If 
UWorld does not provide an extension, would the school of medicine be able to help financially with 
renewals/extensions? Maybe negotiate a discount code for students to use? 

We will help get students who had their test dates pushed back access to UWorld if UWorld does not 
extend subscription. 

I know this has been asked several times but wanted to clarify reduced tuition for the fall The financial aid 
website says the fall semester is July through Dec (to me this would be blocks 5 -10) but the transcript for 
townhall 10 says blocks 6-10. Can you clarify which semester block 5 is counted in? 

I apologize for the initial error on the townhall minutes. Fall semester should be blocks 5-10. The error has 
also been corrected on the townhall minutes posted on the COVID page 

Foundation Phase 

I saw that the Foundation Phase plan sent out last week included plans for anatomy lab in small group. 
Will this be for incoming MS1s, or does this include plans for the MS2 class to make up the dissections 
that were missed in the Spring due to COVID-19? 

We will work to make sure both MS1 and MS2 have appropriate anatomy training and are finalizing plans 
on what dissections will look like for MS1 and MS2s 

 

https://www.med.unc.edu/md/policies/files/2019/04/Substance-Abuse-Policy-for-UNC-MD-Students.pdf
https://www.med.unc.edu/md/policies/files/2019/04/Substance-Abuse-Policy-for-UNC-MD-Students.pdf


Application and Indy Phase 

Regarding PPE, per the email from Beat Steiner on 5/22 (RE:[som2021] A few additional tips for 
Tuesday), N95s will not be issued to students. 1) Considering we will not be using N95 masks, will 
students with beards need to shave them before returning to rotations? 2) When will be the next date that 
UNC SOM gives out surgical masks to med students who are starting their clinical rotations for Block 5? 
Thx 

N95 masks remain in short supply and we are asking students not to participate in encounters or 
procedures where N95 masks are required. We are committed to making sure that students have 
appropriate PPE. Masks will be distributed next\ week before the start of block 5 and start of Application 
Phase. Thereafter masks will be readily available through the Student Affairs offices in Bondurant. 
Regular masks do not require shaving of beards.  

Is there any way to get more availability in critical care courses or designated additional EM or 
appropriate courses critical care? There are boat loads of us who are unable to get a critical care course. 
Clearly COVID has impacted this a lot but a part of the problem is there are only a handful of critical care 
courses and a good portion of them only have 1 student per rotation. 

What does the administration plan to do about (what I perceive to be) the extreme scarcity of critical care 
slots available? 

The conversion of some units to COVID units and the required physical distancing on the wards has 
decreased the number of critical care options. But we have worked hard with different services across all 
campuses to make sure that all students can complete their required critical care rotation. We hope 
students will understand the need to be more flexible with choices and timing of rotations to adjust to this 
change in capacity. When you apply to residencies, the programs will understand the unusual 
circumstances that exist currently. We will add notations in MSPE to make the circumstances clear. 

Given that ERAS applications are not due until October, and our MSPE letters are not due until mid-
November, do you think we should be considering doing an elective in block 9 October 19 - November 
13? Traditionally, I believe this block is blocked for interviews, but given our applications won't be 
complete with our MSPE letters until November, I can't imagine we will be getting interviews during that 
time period. Am I nuts? Do I have my dates wrong? 

What interview season will look like this season remains uncertain and some programs may schedule 
virtual interviews very quickly after ERAS opens. We still recommend not taking rotations blocks 9-11 to 
allow you to focus on the interview process. If you have extenuating circumstances please talk to your 
career and college advisors. Student Affairs can grant exceptions and allow you to take rotations during 
this time.  

Could you send out a link of where we can find up to date information on travel restrictions for UNC 
Health? The link in the previous email links us to a page where we can find UNC Main campus travel 
policies but I am not sure if these are consistent with UNC Health or UNC SOM policies. Do we no longer 
need to ensure we leave two weeks of being within NC before a rotation if we're being smart about 
wearing masks and social distancing wherever we go and we continue to check symptoms? Thanks! 

We are trying to post all relevant information on our COVID19 page 
https://www.med.unc.edu/md/medical-student-covid-19-info/ Please let us know if you see anything 
that is out of date on that page 

Regarding the travel policy, UNC Health recently revised their policy. This less restrictive policy is 
consistent with (current) policies at our campuses. It is posted on our COVID page and also on the UNC 
Health intranet site https://unchcs.intranet.unchealthcare.org/Pages/2020/novel-coronavirus.aspx 

https://www.med.unc.edu/md/medical-student-covid-19-info/
https://unchcs.intranet.unchealthcare.org/Pages/2020/novel-coronavirus.aspx


It is no longer necessary to return to NC 14 days prior to a rotation. As you point out, for personal 
domestic and international travel you should adhere to public health guidelines including physical 
distancing and wearing a mask in public. If you become symptomatic (cough, fever >100, shortness of 
breath, loss of taste or smell, GI symptoms, sore throat, shaking chills) do not go to work and call 
Campus Health 


