
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                        

Methods 

We implemented a brief curriculum for 
writing clinical vignettes and creating 
scientific posters, targeted to pediatric 
resident physicians at UNC. 

The curriculum consisted of two hour- 
long didactic sessions, followed by 
mentoring during the writing process. 

Outcomes 

Resident surveys about previous 
instruction in curriculum material. 

Resident participation rate in clinical 
vignettes at our departmental research 
day before and after the curriculum.  

 

Previous studies demonstrate that 
resident scholarly productivity can be 
improved by implementation of a formal 
research curriculum.1,2 

Resident physician participation in an 
annual institution-sponsored resident 
research day has been shown to correlate 
with future scholarly publication.3  

The University of North Carolina 
pediatrics residency did not have a formal 
curriculum for writing and presenting 
clinical vignettes.   

There have been low levels of resident 
participation in UNC Pediatrics’ 
departmental research day. 
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Results Discussion 

Implementation of a clinical vignette and 
scientific poster curriculum with subsequent 
mentoring was associated with a marked 
increase in resident vignette presentations 
at our departmental research day. 

The curriculum was brief but the majority of 
trainees reported minimal prior instruction in 
the presented material. 

Our results suggest that even brief 
instruction and subsequent faculty 
mentorship in preparation of clinical 
vignettes can dramatically improve resident 
participation in scholarly activity. 

Similar curricula could readily be 
implemented at other academic residency 
programs with a faculty champion and 
others available for writing mentorship. 
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