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Department of Microbiology & Immunology
Completion of Minimum Publication Requirement
Form 1 - Student
Instructions: The full text of the minimum publication requirement is on the next page.  Note that the expectation of two first-author research publications is a goal that is met by most students, but is not a requirement.  When a student is ready to complete the minimum publication requirement, fill out this form and send it to all members of your dissertation committee.  In addition, send your dissertation committee chair a blank copy of Publication Requirement Form 2.
Student:	Name here
Paper #1.  Full literature citation for a peer-reviewed, first-author (or co-first-author) research manuscript (all authors, title, journal, year, volume, page numbers if published; or where submitted and publication status if not published):
(citation of a peer-reviewed, first-author or co-first-author research manuscript here)
Briefly describe your contributions to paper #1.  Which experiments did you do?  How much of the writing did you do?  Etc.
(explanation here)
Paper #2.  Full literature citation for a peer-reviewed manuscript (all authors, title, journal, year, volume, page numbers if published; or where submitted and publication status if not published):
(citation of a published paper here)
Briefly describe your contributions to paper #2.  Which experiments did you do?  How much of the writing did you do?  Etc.
 (explanation here)
At least one of the two manuscripts used to meet the minimum publication requirement must be published or accepted for publication.  
· If a manuscript used to meet the minimum publication requirement is accepted for publication but not yet published, then indicate it is “In Press” and attach the acceptance letter.  
· If a manuscript used to meet the minimum publication requirement is not yet accepted for publication, then attach the decision letter from the Editor and the full peer reviews.

Minimum Publication Requirement
"The expectation of the Department of Microbiology & Immunology continues to be that all Ph.D. students will conduct sufficient research to result in at least two first-author publications describing original results in high quality, peer-reviewed journals.  As a minimum standard, to earn the Ph.D. degree we require that (i) a student must make meaningful contributions to and be an author on at least two manuscripts intended for publication in respected, high-quality professional journals or books, (ii) at least one of the two manuscripts must be a first (or co-first) author primary research manuscript, (iii) at least one of the two manuscripts must be accepted for publication, and (iv) if the second manuscript is not accepted for publication, then peer reviews must be returned prior to the private Ph.D. defense.  If a manuscript used to meet part iv is not accepted for publication by the time of the doctoral defense, then the peer reviews will be submitted to the dissertation committee for discussion at the defense along with the dissertation.
The student will submit to the dissertation committee a brief description of their specific contributions to the two manuscripts used to fulfill the publication requirement.  Prior to the Ph.D. defense, the dissertation committee will decide (in consultation with the Director of Graduate Studies if necessary) whether the two manuscripts meet the part i standards of "meaningful contribution" and "respected, high-quality professional journals or books".  The dissertation committee chair will inform the Director of Graduate Studies and the Student Services Manager when the publication requirement is met, as well as the basis for the committee's decision.
Each chapter in the dissertation other than the Introduction and Conclusion must list all actual or planned authors involved in the described research and include a statement specifying the contributions of the student to the project."
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