
UNC-Chapel Hill – Microbiology and Immunology 
Department Seminar Series 2026 – 2027 

1131 Bioinformatics – 9:30-10:30 AM 
 

Fall 2026 

Seminar Date Speaker Name and Affiliation Host Name 
August 25 Takeshi Egawa 

Washington University in St. Louis 
"CD8 T CELL RESPONSES TO TUMOR AND 
CHRONIC INFECTION" 

Justin Milner 

September 1 Marlies Meisel 
University of Pittsburgh 
"Lifestyle as an Adjuvant: Mechanisms That 
Enhance Cancer Treatment" 

Deepika Sharma 

September 8 Lauren Palmer 
University of Illinois - Chicago 
"Amino acid competition shapes Acinetobacter 
baumannii gut carriage" 

Jake Choby 

September 15 M&I Distinguished Alumni Awardee 
David Johnston 
Former President, PPD, and Senior Vice President, 
Thermo Fisher Scientific (Retired) 
“Reflections on a Career Beyond the Bench” 

Craig Cameron 

September 22 Frederic Bushman 
University of Pennsylvania 
"The Human Virome in Health and Disease" 

Dirk Dittmer 

September 29 Sujan Shresta 
La Jolla Institute 
"Beyond Antibodies: T Cell Protection in Zika Virus 
Vaccination and Pregnancy" 

Helen Lazear 

October 13 Gwendalyn Randolph 
Washington University in St. Louis 
"From peritoneal macrophage biology to intestinal 
health – the mesenteric vasculature in host 
defense" 

Brian Miller 

https://pathology.wustl.edu/people/takeshi-egawa-md-phd/
https://www.pmi.pitt.edu/people/ant-204
https://chicago.medicine.uic.edu/microbiology/profiles/palmer-lauren/
https://waterstreet.com/people/johnston-david
https://www.med.upenn.edu/apps/faculty/index.php/g20001500/p2236488
https://www.lji.org/labs/shresta-lab/
https://pathology.wustl.edu/people/gwendalyn-randolph-phd-2/


October 20 Carolina Lopez 
Washington University in St. Louis 
"Long-term Consequences of Parainfluenza Virus 
Infection " 

Bassford Lecture 
Committee 

October 27 David Rosen 
Washington University in St. Louis 
"Klebsiella pneumoniae complex immune system 
interactions: implications for vaccines and 
therapeutics" 

Sarah Rowe-
Conlon 

November 3 Lars Dietrich 
Colombia University 
"Bacterial biofilms, pigments and javelins" 

Matt Wolfgang 

November 10 Joseph Zackular 
University of Pennsylvania 
"Bacterial biofilms, pigments and javelins" 

Rita Tamayo 

November 17 Fikadu Tafesse 
Oregon Health and Science University 
"The Rules of Lipids in Infection" 

Craig Cameron 

 

Spring 2027 

Seminar Date Speaker Name and Affiliation Host Name 
January 12 Sara Sawyer 

University of Colorado - Boulder 
“TITLE RBD” 
 

Sarah Joseph 

January 19 Robert Orchard 
University of Texas - Southwestern 
"TITLE TBD" 

Craig Cameron 

January 26 Nicholas Heaton 
Duke University 
"TITLE TBD" 

Tim Sheahan & 
Ray Pickles 

February 2 Scott Hultgren 
Washington University in St. Louis 
"TITLE TBD" 

Brian Conlon 

https://profiles.wustl.edu/en/persons/carolina-lopez/
https://pediatrics.wustl.edu/people/david-a-rosen-md-phd/
https://biology.columbia.edu/content/lars-dietrich
https://pathology.med.upenn.edu/department/people/1202/joseph-p-zackular
https://www.ohsu.edu/people/fikadu-g-tafesse-phd
https://www.colorado.edu/mcdb/sara-sawyer
https://profiles.utsouthwestern.edu/profile/101528/robert-orchard.html
https://mgm.duke.edu/profile/nicholas-scott-heaton
https://hultgrenlab.wustl.edu/people/


February 9 Jörn Coers 
Duke University 
"TITLE TBD" 

Toni Darville 

February 16 Christopher Neufeldt 
Emory University 
"TITLE TBD" 

Matt Vogt 

February 23 Karin Peterson 
NIAID/DIR – Neuroimmunology Unit 
"TITLE TBD" 

Ron Swanstrom 

March 2 Megan Spurgeon 
University of Wisconsin-Madison 
"TITLE TBD" 

Cary Moody 

March 16 Suzanne Devkota 
Cedars-Sinai Human Microbiome Research Institute 
"TITLE TBD" 

Janelle Arthur 

March 23 Rodolphe Barrangou 
NC State University 
"TITLE TBD" 

Adam Rosenthall 

March 30 David Tobin 
Duke University 
“TITLE TBD” 

Sarah Joseph 

April 6 Alexandra-Chloé Villani 
Harvard University 
"TITLE TBD" 

Ed Browne 

April 13 Wendy Garrett 
Harvard University 
"TITLE TBD" 

Ankit Malik 

April 20 M&I Lifetime Achievement Awardee 
Speaker To Be Announced 

Craig Cameron 

 

https://mgm.duke.edu/profile/jorn-coers
https://med.emory.edu/directory/profile/?u=CNEUFEL
https://irp.nih.gov/pi/karin-peterson
https://mcardle.wisc.edu/faculty/megan-spurgeon/
https://researchers.cedars-sinai.edu/Suzanne.Devkota
https://cals.ncsu.edu/food-bioprocessing-and-nutrition-sciences/people/rbarran/
https://mgm.duke.edu/profile/david-m-tobin
https://villani.mgh.harvard.edu/team/
https://hsph.harvard.edu/profile/wendy-garrett/
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