
















Resident & fellow Update

GRADUATED RESIDENTS
As another academic year came to an end, 
UNC Eye said goodbye to three senior resi-
dents as they completed their residency train-
ing and moved on to pursue further medical 
training. All three members of the 2012 class of 
residents went on to pursue cornea fellowships 
across the U.S.  

Jay Meyer, MD, MPH 
moved just down the 
road to the Duke Eye 
Center to complete his 
fellowship training. 

Former Chief 
Resident at UNC 
Eye, Hart Moss, MD, 
moved to Houston, 
TX to complete his 
fellowship training 
at the Cullen Eye 
Institute at Baylor 
College of Medicine.  

Matej Polomsky, MD 
joined the Beyer Laser 
Associates in Boulder, 
CO as a cornea fellow.

All of the faculty, fellows, residents, and staff of 
UNC Eye would like to wish Drs. Meyer, Moss, and 
Polomsky all the best with their future endeavors!

NEW RESIDENTS
Robert A. van der 
Vaart, MD joins the 
Kittner Eye Center and 
the UNC Department 
of Ophthalmology af-
ter a preliminary year 
in Internal Medicine 
at the New Hanover 
Regional Medical 
Center in Wilmington, 
NC.  Originally from 
Houston, TX, Dr. van 

der Vaart graduated from the University of North 
Carolina at Chapel Hill with a Bachelor of Sci-
ence degree in Biology.  He then went on to 
receive his medical education from the Wake 
Forest University School of Medicine. 

David A. Hunter, MD 
joins the Kittner Eye 
Center and the UNC 
Department of Oph-
thalmology after com-
pleting his internship 
year in Internal Medi-
cine here at UNC.  
Born in Raleigh, NC, 
Dr. Hunter completed 
a Bachelor of Science 
degree in Business 

Administration at the University of North Caro-
lina at Chapel Hill.  He then went on to receive 
his medical education at the Medical University 
of South Carolina in Charleston, SC.

Bradley M. King, MD, 
MPH joins the Kittner 
Eye Center and the 
UNC Department of 
Ophthalmology after 
completing his intern-
ship year in Internal 
Medicine here at 
UNC.  Originally from 
Durham, NC, Dr. King 
received a Bachelor 
of Arts in history from 

Furman University.  Dr. King then received a 
Masters in Public Health from the University of 
North Carolina Gillings School of Public Health 
and his medical education from the University of 
North Carolina School of Medicine. 

Adam M. Dao, MD 
joined the Kittner 
Eye Center and the 
UNC Department 
of Ophthalmology 
as a 2nd year 
resident in June, 
2012, transferring 
from his previous 
residency program 
in the Department 
of Ophthalmology at 

the University of South Carolina in Columbia, 
SC.  Born in Arlington, TX, Dr. Dao received a 
Bachelor of Science degree in Chemistry from 
Texas A&M University.  He then went on to 
receive his medical education at the University 
of Texas Medical School at Houston, where 
he also completed his Internship year prior to 
beginning his ophthalmology residency.

FELLOWS
Iryna Falkenstein, 
MD joined the Kittner 
Eye Center and 
UNC Department of 
Ophthalmology in 
early August, 2012 
as the department’s 
first Glaucoma Fellow.  
Originally from the 
Ukraine where she 
completed her medical 

education, Dr. Falkenstein has extensive training 
in the U.S. over the past eight years.  Most 
recently she completed her ophthalmology 
residency at the University of Texas Health 
Science Center at San Antonio.

Zachary Robertson, 
MD began his 
Vitreoretinal fellowship 
at the Kittner Eye 
Center and UNC 
Department of 
Ophthalmology in 
July, 2012.  Originally 
from Mississippi, Dr. 
Robertson completed 
his undergraduate 
studies at Duke 

University, where he received a degree in 
Biomedical Engineering.  He then returned to 
Mississippi for his medical education, attending 
the University of Mississippi School of Medicine, 
where he also completed his residency training 
in ophthalmology.

Lyndon Lee, MD 
entered the second 
and final year 
of his ASOPRS 
Ophthalmic Plastic 
and Reconstructive 
Surgery fellowship 
training at the Kittner 
Eye Center and 
UNC Department of 
Ophthalmology in 
August, 2012 under 

the guidance of Jonathan J. Dutton, MD, PhD 
and Amy M. Fowler, MD.  Dr. Lee is expected to 
complete his fellowship training in August, 2013. 

FELLOW UPDATE
Emil Say, MD 
completed his 
Vitreoretinal fellowship 
training at the Kittner 
Eye Center and 
UNC Department 
of Ophthalmology 
at the end of June, 
2012.  Originally from 
the Philippines, Dr. 
Say began his one-
year Pediatric Retina 

fellowship at the Children’s Hospital Los Angeles 
under the guidance of Thomas Lee, MD, A. Linn 
Murphree, MD, and Jonathan Kim, MD.  We 
wish Dr. Say all the best as he continues his 
medical training in California.

� � � � � � � � � � � � � 9



kittner eye 
Center faculty
BY AREA OF SPECIALTY

Comprehensive 
Ophthalmology
Kathleen Gordon, MD

Contact Lens
 J. Bruce Baldwin, OD, PhD

Corneal Disease
Kenneth Cohen, MD
W. Craig Fowler, MD

Glaucoma
Donald L. Budenz, MD, MPH
Scott D. Lawrence, MD

Medical Retina
Seema Garg, MD, PhD
Maurice B. Landers, III, MD
Travis A. Meredith, MD

Neuro-Ophthalmology
David A. Chesnutt, MD

Ophthalmic Plastic and 
Reconstructive Surgery
Jonathan Dutton, MD
Amy M. Fowler, MD

Ocular Oncology
Jonathan Dutton, MD
Travis A. Meredith, MD
John D. Wright, Jr., MD

Pediatric Ophthalmology 
& Adult Strabismus
Michelle Cabrera, MD
John D. Wright, Jr. MD

Uveitis
Travis A. Meredith, MD
Maurice B. Landers, III, MD

Vitreo-Retinal Surgery
Sai H. Chavala, MD
Odette M. Houghton, MD
J. Niklas Ulrich, MD

Research
Terete Borras, PhD
Jean-Claude Mwanza,
MD, MPH, PhD
Josh Grieger, PhD
Steven Gray, PhD
Matt Hirsch, PhD

locations and how to reach us:
Kittner Eye Center
All Services Provided
UNC Optical Shop
Eyewear 
Located in the  Ambulatory
Care Center (ACC) 
102 Mason Farm Rd 
Chapel Hill, NC 27599
Kittner Eye Center Phone:
919-966-2061 
Optical Shop Phone:
919-843-3937
Fax: 919-966-1908
Appts: 919-966-5509

UNC Eye at Chapel Hill North
Cornea, Glaucoma, Pediatrics,
Retina, Ocuplastics
 1828 Martin Luther King Jr. Blvd 
Suite 14-B 
Chapel Hill, NC 27514
Phone: 919-945-0393 
Fax: 919-945-0399
Appts: 919-966-5509

UNC Eye at New Bern  
Retina Services
3324 Wellons Blvd
New Bern, NC 28562-5290
Phone: 252-636-3937 
Appts: 919-966-5509

UNC Surgical Services
at Chatham Hospital
Cornea, Glaucoma, Retina Services
163 Medical Park Dr
Suite 110
Siler City, NC 27344
Phone: 919-799-4050
Fax: 919-799-4051
Appts: 919-709-4050

Main Administrative Offices 
5151 Bioinformatics Bldg  CB #7040 
Chapel Hill, NC 27599-7040
Phone: 919-966-5296 
Fax: 919-966-1908
Appts: 919-966-5509

Services also provided at the following:
Alamance Eye Center 
Plastics & Reconstruction
Burlington, NC
Amy M. Fowler, MD
Phone: 919-304-3937
Appts: 336-228-0254 or 
1-800-858-7905 (toll free)

Watson Eye Associates 
Retina Services
Rocky Mount, NC
Odette M. Houghton, MD
Reece Landers, MD
Phone: 252-443-1006
Appts:  same

Thomas J. Woods, MD 
Cataract Care, Cornea 
Services
Clinton, NC
Rich Davis, MD
Phone: 910-592-2122
Appts:  same

UNC Eye at Roxboro
Cataract Care
Roxboro, NC
W. Craig Fowler, MD
Phone: 336-597-2020
Appts: same
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