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PICU ECMO Trial Off Checklist 
 
PICU/PCICU Attending  

Attending Surgeon  

Fellow / APP  

ECMO Specialist #1  

ECMO Specialist #2  

Respiratory Therapy  

 

CHECKLIST 

 Active Type and Screen  

 Blood Products Ordered  

 Code Drugs Ordered and at bedside  

 Inotropic Infusions Ordered (if needed)  

 Nitric Oxide on Standby (if needed)  

 Vent Setting Adjustments and Time  

 ACT Machine and Cartridges Available  

 ECHO Ordered (if needed)  

 Anticoagulation plan – see algorithm (pg. 2) 
• Heparin bolus doses ordered:  ________ units/kg X ______ doses 

 

 Bridge in line – for VA Trial 
• PediMag- ensure claves are removed from bridge line 
• Cardiohelp / Centrimag- build bridge and place during the first clamp 

 

 Patient IV Access Adequate (if infusions running through circuit)  

 Anticipated Trial Start Time  

 Anticipated Length of Trial  

 Decannulation Plan and discussion of candidacy for recannulation  

 Back-up Circuit needed (at time of decannulation)  

 Back-up ECMO Cannulas available (at time of decannulation)  

 Bair hugger  

 End-tidal CO2 Monitor in line  

 Any issues w/ prior trial? Previous settings?  
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Non-Cardiac Surgery 
Patient

Stay on bival infusion

Order heparin bolus 
(50 units/kg) x 3

Administer 1 bolus of 
heparin (50 units/kg) 

via pt access at time of 
low flow*

If concern for circuit 
integrity, additional 

bolus (50 units/kg) of 
heparin at clamp time

Consider 3rd bolus (50 
units/kg) during trial if 
continued concern for 

circuit integrity

Cardiac Surgery 
Patient

Confer w/ CT surg; 
larger patients may not 

need to convert to 
heparin d/t higher flows 

Convert to heparin 
infusion night before 

trial off

Order heparin bolus 
(10-20 units/kg) x 6 

If anti-Xa is therapeutic, 
heparin bolus NOT 

required

Administer 1 heparin 
bolus (10-20 units/kg) 
via pt access at time of 

low flow*

If concern for circuit 
integrity, additional 

bolus (10-20 units/kg) 
of heparin at clamp 

time

Consider additional 
bolus of heparin during 

trial if concerns for 
circuit integrity

* Low flow per MIFU 
PediMag Oxy flow < 0.25 LPM 
Adult Oxy / Tweener flow < 0.5 LPM 

 


