
Visit the C. diff page on the Intranet
 (under Infection Prevention)  for more info 

 

 

 
 

*If patient has unexplained fever, abdominal pain, AND leukocytosis, 
testing may be indicated.
 
Follow Epic process instructions for timing after previous tests.
 
Testing not recommended for patients under age 2.
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Some patients are colonized with C. diff but do not
have active infections. Testing a patient without

symptoms may result in:

When should I test my
patient for C. diff?

≥3 liquid stools within 24 hours,
without another known medical
reason

No laxatives within past 48 hours*

Testing for C. diff when not
indicated can harm your

patient

Unnecessary
antibiotics (and

side effects)

Avoidable
isolation

precautions

Higher healthcare
costs for patients

(and hospitals)

Increased
lengths of stay

When caring for a patient with C. diff, 

REMEMBER:


