
UNC PICU Urinary Catheter Replacement Protocol 

This is a general guideline and does not represent a professional care standard governing providers’ 
obligations to patients.  Care is revised to meet individual patient needs.  This is a quality 
improvement document and should not be part of the patient’s medical record. 
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Last Rev 3/2017 

To place order in epic, at the time of urinary catheter removal, order “ped cath” and choose either 
“sensate” or “insensate” peds order set.    This will prompt the protocol as an epic order set.   

**Of note, a urology consult, if indicated must be placed in addition to this order. 

 

See Page 2 for algorithm.   

*Bladder capacity formula  (Age + 2) x 30ml 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Max Bladder 
Capacity  

50% over capacity 100% over capacity  

0 60 90 120 
1 90 135 180 
2 120 180 240 
3 150 225 300 
4 180 270 360 
5 210 315 420 
6 240 360 480 
7 270 405 540 
8 300 450 600 
9 330 495 660 
10 360 540 720 
11 390 585 780 
12 420 630 840 
13 450 675 900 
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Has your patient voided in 6 hours 
post catheter removal? 

Did the patient have 
urethral or bladder surgery?  Is your patient 

under 40kg or 
under 14 

years old? 

Bladder scan your patient. Determine if the 
volume of urine is at or above the patient’s 

bladder capacity.*see chart  

No Yes 

Yes 

No 

Yes 

No 

Non-sensate patient or 
Sedated sensate patient 

Not sedated 
sensate patient 

Apply heat pack for 
10 minutes. Did 

patient void? 

Replace foley catheter for 24 hours.  

(If the initial volume of urine drained is 
more than 100% over bladder capacity 

consult Peds Urology)  

*Special circumstances (Ex. Pt straight 
caths at home) then consult Peds 

Urology 919-216-0163 

Do NOT replace 
catheter! Consult 

Peds Urology 
919-216-0163  

 

 

Congratulations! 
You do not need 
this flowsheet.  

 

Use Adult Catheter 
Replacement Protocol 

Urine volume is 
less than 50%over 
bladder capacity  Urine volume is 

50% over bladder 
capacity 

 

Urine volume is 
100% over 
bladder capacity  

 Follow patient clinically. If patient 
becomes uncomfortable rescan 
bladder and follow appropriate 

pathway. If patient remains less than 
50% over capacity consult MD to 

consider if patient is possibly 
dehydrated. 

Clean Intermittent Catheterization (CIC) 

Repeat bladder scan in 6 hours and repeat CIC 
if urine volume is greater than 50% of capacity 

If patient does not void spontaneously after 48 
hours consult Peds Urology 919-216-0163 

Yay! 
Reinsert  Foley 

catheter & 
Consult Peds 
Urology 919-

216-0163 

 

What type of patient do 
you have? Yes No 

*Adapted 
March 2017 


