Silver Stain Protocol
1. Fix gel in 10% methanol, 10% acetic acid for 30 minutes or overnight.

2. Wash gel 4X in water, at least 5 minutes per wash.  Gels cannot be overwashed.

3. Incubate gels in sodium thiosulfate* (1 pellet per 500 ml of water) for 90 seconds exactly!  Save 20 ml of this sodium thiosulfate solution for the developing solution (or recover and pour back into sodium thiosulfate bottle).
4. Wash gels 3X quickly with water.  (Fill up dish with gels with water, and then dump out the water at the sink.)
5. Add silver nitrate solution* (0.9 g silver nitrate in 500 ml water) and let gels stain for 10 min.  Gels should turn slightly yellow.  Silver nitrate can be recovered and re-used.

6. Wash gels 3X quickly with water.  (Fill up dish with gels with water, and then dump out the water at the sink.)

7. Add developer solution* (10 g potassium carbonate, 20 ml sodium thiosulfate solution from step 3, and 250 µl 40% formaldehyde in 500 ml).

8. Stop reaction by addition of destain (10% MeOH, 5% acetic acid).

9. Wash gels in water, 2-3X, and leave in water.

* Sodium thiosulfate solution, silver nitrate solution, and developer solution are stored in room 1038 near the other buffers.
