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The UNC Department of Surgery recently completed 
resident interviews and I was sincerely impressed and 
humbled by the quality of the applicants who applied to 
our programs. It heartens me to know that our efforts to 
advance our national reputation of excellence in our clinical, 
education and research missions is attracting the best and 
brightest nationwide.

In fact, many of us had the great fortune to be able to attend 
some of the presentations of these resident applicants as 
part of the 2020 Academic Surgical Congress (ASC) in 
Orlando. UNC had a great showing at the meeting with 
over 30 invited talks, oral and quick shot presentations. We 
also had many faculty serve as panelists or moderators. 
We are extremely proud of Dr. Alexandra Mercel’s work 
on the Development of a Targeted Nanofiber to Treat Smoke 
Inhalation Injury, as this work was among the top 10% of all 
submitted abstracts. UNC covered an impressive range of 
topics including global surgery, breast research, health care 
disparities, surgical oncology, pediatric surgery, and vascular 
surgery, among others. Dr. Andrea Hayes-Jordan was invited 
to speak at the TimesUpHealthcare session on Raising 
Awareness and Knowledge About Harassment and Inequity in 
Surgery. Though Dr. Hayes-Jordan was unable to participate 
due to significant flight delays – the TimesUpHealthcare 
session was truly insightful and impactful. Topics such as 
these are important to raise national visibility on issues of 
discrimination in the workplace to assure a safe, equitable, 
and dignified environment. Lastly, quite a few of our faculty 
and trainees attended the AAS-SUS Surgical Investigators 
Course. This course remains highly recommended for 
anyone who is in the position of writing grant applications, 
as many pearls and strategies are shared that can help with 
your own grantsmanship experience.

With regard to patient care, I am happy to report that we 
are experiencing a period of clinical growth under the ONE 
UNC Health initiative. Our new direction strategically and 
structurally keeps the patient at the center of everything 
we do, and creates a more responsive, integrated system 
that will allow us to improve the health and well-being of 
North Carolinians and others we serve. To that end, the 
Division of General and Acute Care Surgery opened a 
same-day surgery referral clinic at the UNC Medical Center. 
In January, we expanded our surgical services to the UNC 
Health Care Panther Creek Campus in northwest Cary 
and to UNC Children’s Raleigh on Blue Ridge Road. These 
developments, in addition to our ongoing collaboration with 
UNC Rex, will improve public access to quality care. You can 
imagine that this tremendous increase in clinical activity 
means that we are actively recruiting additional faculty to 
provide these services. 

In terms of research, I am delighted to report that UNC 

Department of Surgery is now ranked 32nd in NIH funding, 
up from 44th place last year!  We are delighted that all 
of our hard work is starting to pay off. Most recently, Dr. 
Tom Egan received a $500,000 award from the Cystic 
Fibrosis Foundation for his lung perfusion studies along with 
UNC Co-PIs Scott Randell and Jude Samulski. In addition, 
our research administrators just completed Operational 
Excellence in Research, a pilot program sponsored by 
the Vice Chancellor for Research Office and the Office 
of Sponsored Research. Without a doubt, this training 
has improved our team’s capacity to execute in terms 
of the speed and efficiency necessary to keep pace with 
our growing submission volume. We also continue to 
advocate on behalf of our faculty and trainees to compete 
for institutional awards and development opportunities 
whenever possible.

I am very pleased to welcome Dr. Booker King as our new 
Chief of the Division of Burn Surgery and Director of the 
North Carolina Jaycee Burn Center, effective March 2, 2020. 
Dr. King comes to UNC from the Womack Army Medical 
Center, having served as the Trauma Medical Director and 
Co-Director of Critical Care Services. Prior to that, he was 
the Director of the US Army Burn Center at the Brooke 
Army Medical Center in Texas. He is a decorated Colonel 
having served more than 20 years in the Army, earning two 
Legion of Merit Awards, two Bronze Star Medals, and four 
Meritorious Service Medals, among multiple other military 
honors and awards.  

Finally, we are excited to report that renovations are 
underway to create our new educational center to be 
completed this summer. With this final phase, we will create 
a conference space large enough to hold our weekly Grand 
Rounds and also have several smaller conference rooms 
and a break room. This new space is designed to maximize 
new technologies with state-of-the-art audio and visual 
tools and have full connectivity to the Surgical Tower when 
that opens.  These advances will allow us to maximize the 
learning experience for individuals both within and outside 
of the Department of Surgery.

Sincerely,

MESSAGE FROM THE CHAIR

Melina R. Kibbe, MD, FACS, FAHA

Colin G. Thomas Jr. Distinguished 
Professor and Chair
Department of Surgery 
Professor, Department of 
Biomedical Engineering
The University of North Carolina 
at Chapel Hill
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Jessica Rouan, Nick Tsihlis, Kathleen Marulanda,  
Melina Kibbe, Emily Newton and Alexandra Mercel 

QUICK SHOT
Kenisha Atwell, Former Post-Doctoral Research Burn Fellow
The Measured Effect of Burn Depth as a Predictor of 
Increased Burn Mortality

Staci Aubry, MD, General Surgery Resident
Disparities of Management of the Axilla in Women with 
Clinically Node Negative Breast Cancer

Mary Kate Bryant, MD, Postdoctoral Research Fellow
Decreasing the Use of Extended Spectrum Beta-Lactams 
for Pediatric Appendicitis and Post-operative Emergency 
Department Utilization in Incarcerated Patients and Patient-
reported Outcomes after Implementing Standard Opioid 
Prescribing for Pediatric Appendectomy

Kevin Chen, General Surgery Resident
Socioeconomic Factors in Delays to Esophagectomy and 
Association with Outcomes and Computer Vision Analysis 
of Total Mesorectal Excision Specimens

Stephanie Lumpkin, MD, Postdoctoral Research Fellow
Opioid prescribing in the emergency department after 
discharge following colorectal surgery

Kathleen Marulanda, MD, Postdoctoral Research Fellow
ACE-targeted Peptite Amphiphile Nanofibers for Localized 
Treatment of Pulmonary Hypertension and Enhanced 
Recovery After Surgery Pathways Improve Outcomes in 
Pediatric Colorectal Surgery

Alexandra Mercel, MD, Postdoctoral Research Fellow
Development of a Targeted Nanofiber to Treat Smoke 
Inhalation Injury

Apoorve Nayyar, MBBS, Former Postdoctoral Research Fellow
Bullying and Discrimination among Surgeons: Report 
from a National Survey and Variations in the Utilization of 
Autologous Breast Reconstruction

Emily Newton, MD, Postdoctoral Research Fellow
Targeted Nitric Oxide Delivery to Prevent Restenosis in the 
Atherosclerotic Environment

Laura Purcell, MD, Postdoctoral Research Fellow
ERAS Pathways Decrease Time to Feeding and Opioid 
Use in Pediatric Colorectal Surgery and Survival and 
Functional Outcomes following TBI in Children vs Adults in 
a Resource-poor Setting

Anastasiya Shchatsko, MD, Former Preliminary General 
Surgery Resident
The Effect of Organ System Surgery on ICU Mortality in a 
Cohort of Critically Ill Surgical Patients

Avital Yohann, MD, General Surgery Resident
The Relationship between Hospital Capacity and Mortality 
in Patients with Acute Abdomen in Malawi

ORAL
Andrea Hayes-Jordan, MD, Division of Pediatric Surgery
Raising Awareness and Knowledge about Harassment and 
Inequity in Surgery

Melina Kibbe, MD, Chair UNC Surgery
Status of Simulation-Based Training in Departments of 
Surgery in the United States

Alexandra Mercel, MD, Postdoctoral Research Fellow
Development of a Targeted Nanofiber to Treat Smoke 
Inhalation Injury

Jaclyn Portelli Tremont, MD, General Surgery Resident
Hypertension in the Young Adult Trauma Population: 
Rethinking the Traditional ‘Incidentaloma’

Brittney Williams, MD, General Surgery Resident
Injury Characteristics and Mortality Outcomes of Patients 
with Chest Trauma in Malawi

UNC Surgery Dinner

Dr. Alexandra Mercel

Orlando, FL

Drs. Melina Kibbe, Kathleen Marulanda, 
Emily Newton & Alexandra Mercel

Dr. Kevin Chen
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UNC Surgery at the 2020  
Academic Surgical Congress

On February 4, 2020 the Academic Surgical Congress 
kicked off its 15th year. The combination of cutting-edge 
science, dynamic speakers, and rich mentoring programs 
for students, residents and junior faculty provided a week 
full of learning and numerous opportunities to connect with 
colleagues!

UNC Surgery faculty gave major talks at the event including 
Melina Kibbe, MD, presented on “Status of Simulation-Based 
Training in Departments of Surgery in the United States.” 

Former resident Teddy Puzio, MD, raised $1000 as a player 
in the ASC 2020 Poker Tournament. 

Dr. Kathleen Marulanda during her quickshot presentation.

February 4 - 6, 2020 Orlando, FL

Dr. Mary Kate Bryant during her quickshot presentation
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UNC Health Care expanded its expert, 
compassionate care in Panther Creek on 
January 21. The campus is conveniently 
located at the corner of Highway 55 and 
McCrimmon Parkway and provides a 
multitude of healthcare services to meet 
your family’s needs, in one convenient 
location for the growing population of 
western Wake County.

The medical building is the first 

The final phase of the 4th floor renovation is underway. 
Construction began on Monday, January 27th with the closing off 
of the 4th floor central hallway. When completed, the department 
will have brand new, state-of-the-art conference rooms and 
education center. 

The new space will include an approximately 1900 square foot 
conference room, another 500 square foot medium conference 
room and a 200 square foot small conference room. The space 
will also include a new break room and storage space. 

Construction is anticipated to be wrapped up by June. With the 
new space, the department is planning on moving Wednesday 
morning Grand Rounds and M&M meetings to the large 
conference room. It will be equipped with a full length wall 
screen as well as additional screens that hang from the ceiling. 
It will eventually interface with the new surgery tower to create 
educational opportunities for student and resident teaching.

The renovation will ultimately help the department stay up-to-
date on surgical trends and enhance educational offerings. 

partnering of UNC REX Surgical and UNC 
Surgery to care for surgical patients in the 
triangle. This is a joint venture between 
the two entities with input ranging from 
equipment, clinical collaboration and 
building design.

UNC Surgery clinics located at Panther 
Creek include CT, General, Gastrointestinal, 
Plastic and Reconstructive, Surgical 
Oncology, and Vascular. 

The building itself is also a first for UNC. 
At approximately 99K square feet, the 
new design will include a two door system. 
Patients will enter through a door at the 
front of the room while medical staff will 
enter through a door on the opposite wall. 
It’s designed to minimize patient wait times 
and to allow for a centralized office space 
for healthcare teams.  

PANTHER CREEK OPEN

UNC SURGERY CONSTRUCTION
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EXPANDS SERVICES 
IN WAKE COUNTY

UNC Children’s is expanding their services 
in Wake County! The new location, UNC 
Children’s Raleigh, was designed with the 
goal of having everything a child and their 
families need in one place.

At UNC Children’s our vision is 
transforming care and inspiring hope for 
all children. Our mission is to promote 
the health of all children through 
compassionate family-centered care, 
tireless advocacy, scientific discovery, and 
education of future leaders. We are proud 
to be bringing brighter futures to Wake 
County.

Bright colors adorn the floors to help 
guide you and your child to correct room 
and feature soft closed doors that won’t 
squish little fingers - we tested it!

Each floor reflects a different region of 
North Carolina. The ground floor reflects 
our Coastal region with bright blues 
and teals.  The first floor focuses on 
the Piedmont with a grassy mural, and 
oranges, greens, and yellows. The second 
floor is our Mountain area with blues, 

purples, and greens and great views of the 
area.

Located on the ground floor is a 
shared space for Cardiology/ Allergy/ 
Immunology during the day that is also 
the pediatric-dedicated Urgent Care 
in the evening. This space includes our 
behavioral health, imaging, and lab 
services which are a part of our UNC 
Hospitals Children’s Specialty Services 
at Raleigh. There is also a clinical trials 
research area.

The first and second floor is home to 
our cutting-edge subspecialty care for a 
wide a spectrum of chronic diseases of 
childhood including diabetes, difficult-
to-treat asthma, chronic lung diseases, 
seizure disorders, and many others. 

Clinics and  
Services offered:

• UNC Children’s Urgent Care
• UNC Children’s Cardiology
• UNC Children’s Allergy and Immunology
• UNC Children’s Research Institute
• UNC Hospitals Children’s Specialty 

Services
• Behavioral Health
• Imaging
• Lab
• Endocrinology
• Neurology
• Surgical Services
• Pulmonology
• GI/Feeding
• Oncology
• Infusion/Oncology
• Genetics
• Pharmacy
• Neurosurgery
• Orthopaedics
• Special Infant Care
• Maxillofacial Surgery
• Urology
• Rheumatology
• Diagnostics
• Nutrition
• Speech
• Pulmonary Function Test
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HIGHLIGHTS & HONORS FACULTY

Associate Professor, Division of 
Cardiothoracic Surgery, received 
the Triangle Business Journal 
2020 Health Care Hero Award.

Assistant Professor, Division of 
Plastic and Reconstructive Surgery, 
received the 2020 Junior Faculty 
Award from UNC.

Mahesh Sharma, MD Jeyhan Wood MD

Professor and Chief of Surgery, 
Division Abdominal Transplant, 

appointed by Governor Roy 
Cooper to be a commissioner on 

the NC License to  
Give Trust Fund Commission.  
It is a one year appointment.

David Gerber, MD

Professor and Chief, Division of 
Pediatric Surgery, appointed to 
the Ad hoc committee for the 
National Academy of Sciences 
Engineering and Medicine for 
Childhood Cancer Disabilities. 
She also received the Triangle 
Business Journal 2020 Health 
Care Hero Award.

Andrea Hayes-Jordan, MD
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DIVISION AWARDS

Jeyhan Wood MD

Postdoctoral Research Fellow, 
Bahnson Lab, received the 2020 

AHA Predoctoral Fellowship from 
the American Heart Association 

(AHA) for his project titled 
“Cinnamic aldehyde inhibition 

of neointimal hyperplasia is 
dependent on Nrf2 signaling” in 

the amount of 62,032.

Nicholas Buglak , PhD

Assistant Professor of Surgery, 
Division of Vascular Surgery, for 

receiving a NIH K01 award from 
the National Heart, Lung, and 
Blood Institute for the project 

entitled, “Cell-Mediated Targeted 
Redox Intervention for the 

Treatment and Prevention of 
Atherosclerosis,” in the  

amount of $527,588.

Edward Bahnson, PhD

GRANTS & AWARDS FACULTY & RESEARCH

Burn Surgery

Guilford-Randolph County Fire Department donated $2200 to the Burn Center for Camp Celebrate. The funds were raised through a 
spooky woods haunted attraction fundraising event. 
Left to Right: Scott Ford, Brian Causey, Felicia Williams, MD, Michele Barr, and Luke Richardson.

Professor of Surgery, Division 
Cardiothoracic received a Cystic 
Fibrosis Foundation award for 
his project entitled, “Ex-vivo lung 
perfusion to deliver nucleic acids 
to cells in human lungs.” He will 
receive $500,000 from  
2/1/2020 to 1/31/2022.

Associate Professor of Surgery, 
Division of Surgical Oncology, 
was awarded Collaborative 
Innovation Award as Co-I for 
her project entitled, “Harnessing 
the Power of Data Networks: 
Improving Predictive Modeling 
in Surgical Patients Using Social 
Determinants of Health, Frailty 
and Functional Status” in the 
amount of $2,495,978.

Tom Egan, MD Karyn Stitzenberg, MD
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NEW HEALTH CARE & ACADEMIC STAFF

Michelle received her undergraduate 
degree from Nebraska Wesleyan 
University with a BS in Exercise 
Science. She went on to get her 
Masters of Science in Dietetics 

and Nutrition in 2015 from the University of Kansas Medical 
Center as well as a Masters in Science in Physician Assistant 
in 2018 from South University. Most recently she was a PA at 
Pediatric Orthopaedic Surgery Associates of Kansas City.

Jessica received her Bachelor of Social 
Work at Roberts Wesleyan College in 
Rochester, NY in 2009. After taking 
a couple years off she went back to 
RWC and completed her Master of 

Social Work in 2013. She has been in healthcare for her entire 
career and has worked with adolescent patients with eating 
disorders, cardio-vascular surgery & cardio-neuro intensive care 
patients. She loves to sing, be creative, and bargain shop.

Courtney received her Bachelor of 
Science in Nursing at State University 
of New York College at Brockport. 
Most recently she was in the Vascular 
Surgery clinic at Meadowmont for 

eight years. Her previous burn experience is with UNC for three 
years and Johns Hopkins hospital for five years. She will be 
graduating in May 2020 with MSN in Nursing Education and 
will begin pursing her PhD in the fall.  

Sonia has been with UNC Health 
Care since 2014, most recently as an 
administrative specialist at the UNC 
Pain Management Center in Chapel 
Hill. She also served as a Patient 

Care coordinator for Piedmont Health Services. Sonia has 
joined the Bariatric team under Julie Crimmins. Sonia is also a 
North Carolina Notary Public.

Michelle Curtis, MS, MSPA, PA-C
Physicians Assistant
Burn Center

Jessica Nowadly  
Social Worker
Burn Center

Courtney Wright  
Nurse Educator
Burn Center

Sonia Castaneda 
Administrative Specialist
Gastrointestinal Surgery
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personalized care. This change reflects that 
we are bigger than healthcare; we change 
the course of people’s lives. 
 
Our new logo and wordmark has been well 
received by consumers during extensive 
testing and research conducted over the 
past several months. You can learn more 
by watching this video and reviewing the 
Frequently Asked Questions below. A 
press release announcing these changes 
will also be distributed later today. 
 
In the coming days and weeks, you will 
begin to see the new UNC Health logo on 
electronic resources and consumer-facing 

Last fall, we introduced a new strategy 
centered on our transformation into ONE 
UNC Health. Today, as a part of that 
strategy, I am excited to announce a new 
name and logo for our health system – we 
are UNC Health.
 
We are re-imagining what it means 
to transform and lead in health and 
wellness. We are connecting 33,000 co-
workers across our state. We are working 
to exceed the changing expectations of 
the patients we serve, and helping them 
to achieve the goals they have for their 
personal health. Our ambition requires us 
to chart a new path and to evolve our look 
and feel. 

Our updated name and logo align with 
our evolution into a statewide health 
system with a focus of serving all North 
Carolinians with empathy and expertise. 
Our new name also reinforces that we 
are proactively focused on healthy-based, 

Frequently Asked Questions

Why are we changing?
UNC Health Care has developed a 
transformation strategy to ensure our 
success well into the future. Like many 
health systems across the country, 
we’re facing an urgency to change and 
make a significant shift due to the rise of 
consumerism, digital technologies, price 
transparency, and competition from high-
tech companies such as Amazon, Google 
and Microsoft. The market is changing, 
and we need to change along with it to 
ensure we can continue to provide the best 
care and services into the future.

Today’s customers have higher-than-
ever expectations related to technology, 
convenience, quality and value, and their 
options are many. We need to go where 
they are, offer what they want, and deliver 
what they need.

What is changing?
We are implementing a new 
transformation strategy that boldly defines 
our roadmap over the next five to 10 years. 

A key change that will position us well to 
achieve the strategic plan is a new operating 
model, which is our first major change in 
system structure in decades, and provides 
us with a modernized and integrated 
approach to meeting our customers’ needs.

• The new strategy maps out what we 
need to do to today and in the future.

• The operating model is a blueprint 
of how we will operate to meet our 
strategic goals.

• The leadership and committee 
structures for how we’re organized 
to lead and make decisions will be 
modernized, too, to make us more 
nimble and focus our decision-making.

• UNC Health Care will focus on culture 
as well. We will capitalize on elements 
of our existing culture that are strong 
and sustainable, and develop new 
elements that will provide us with the 
foundation of how we will do our work.

What is not changing?
We’ll continue to nourish what has always 
made us an attractive employer and service 
provider, including:

materials that previously featured the “old” 
UNC Health Care logo. Some changes, 
such as signage, will begin to rollout over 
a multi-year execution. Later this year, we 
will begin to extend the new UNC Health 
branding with updated logos for our 
hospitals across the state. 
 
In addition to our updated name and logo, 
we will be sharing many more details about 
ONE UNC Health in the coming weeks and 
months, including a new set of UNC Health 
Values and more details about our unified 
strategy, unified operating model, and 
unified workplace culture. I look forward 
to your involvement in this conversation 
and to hearing your ideas to improve the 
service and care we provide across North 
Carolina.
 
I’m honored by the opportunity to lead 
UNC Health and proud to work alongside 
each of you.

• Our mission to improve the health 
and well-being of the people of North 
Carolina and others we serve

• Our academic excellence, rooted in 
research, teaching, discovery, and 
innovation

• Our commitment to clinical and service 
excellence

• A focus on our people and supporting, 
developing and recognizing them

How will these changes help us achieve our 
mission?
To be the trusted partner in health, leading 
the nation in care and value, we must 
chart a new course for ourselves – one 
that reflects our aspirations, values and 
the high expectations customers have in 
today’s healthcare marketplace. These 
changes will help us adopt business and 
medical practices that will move us away 
from a siloed structure that is creating 
friction for customers, physicians and other 
team members, and move toward a more 
responsive, customer-focused, integrated 
system that will allow us to grow as an 
organization and as individuals.

NEW UNC HEALTH
by Wesley Burks, MD
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IN THE LOOP

Timothy 
Farrell, MD
Vice Chair of Education

The LCME site visit is coming March 22-25, 2020. Many 
individuals across the SOM and in the Department 
have been actively involved in the Self-Study and other 
preparations. 

Our MS-4 students Boot Camp will again occur in March 23-
27, 2020 under Dr. Pascarella’s leadership. Please look for his 
requests for resident and faculty involvement. 

For the General Surgery residents, the next Mock Orals will 
occur March 16, 2020 for PGY 4 and PGY 5s. Thank you to 
all the members of the faculty who have agreed to serve as 
examiners. 

Our educational Grand Rounds series continues. Dr. Susan 
Martinelli presented at the December 11, 2019 Career Corner 
(“Teaching in the Generation”), and Dr. Greg Dale gave 
Grand Rounds on January 15, 2020 on “Achieving Excellence 
in Performance.”
Dr. Amy Shaheen is scheduled for June 3, 2020 (“Getting 
Learners Involved in Quality Improvement”).  

Dr. Roy Phitayakorn from Harvard will join us for Resident as 
Teacher conference (“Adult Learning Theories”) on 9/29/20, 
He will also give Grand Rounds (“Emotional Intelligence and 
Teamwork in Surgery”) on 9/30/20. 

We have arranged a wellness course for our interns 
this spring called Resilience Training for the Healthcare 
Community.” Thanks for Dr. Karen Bluth and Laura Prochnow 
Phillips for serving as the instructors. 

Please mark your calendars: 
Departmental Graduation Event - June 12, 2020
Awards Grand Rounds - June 17, 2020 
Faculty Retreat – August 29, 2020

The Enhanced Recovery Program has continued to grow and 
standardize the support structure it is able to provide for all 
surgical services. Now that the content of each pathway is 
updated and a reporting system is in use, we want to shift 
our focus to targeted QI projects that will help each of you 
enhance your patients’ care. Each month, the ERAS directors 
will meet with one of the ERAS teams to discuss these areas: 
 
1. Identify an area of concern based on the data & explain 

some barriers towards achieving compliance.
2. Identify something that is working really well in your 

pathway.
3. Do you have any other insights into this data? 
4. Over the next year, what QI project do you want to 

accomplish?

Of course, there is no need to wait if you want to review 
any goals and barriers now, but at a minimum, in 2020 we 
aim to foster consistent engagement with each team,  help 
you set and verify progress towards goals, and advocate for 
resources from the healthcare system to be used across all 
surgical divisions and departments. 

Over the last months, we have fostered significantly more 
involvement from the post-operative surgical nurses. One 
of their first goals is to improve the rates of post-operative 
ambulation, and we’d specifically like to highlight the 
leadership of the staff on 5 West and the Transplant ERAS 
program for getting close to 100% of their patients up and 
into the halls on post-op day 1. 

For those of you with ERAS interests and ongoing projects, 
we’d also encourage you to submit an abstract to the ERAS 
Society World Congress, which is in New Orleans this year. 
The abstract deadline is April 30 and more information can 
be found here https://erassociety.org/8th-eras-society-
world-congress/

Thanks for your continued involvement and support,

Kate 
McGinigle, MD
Surgical Director, Enhanced Recovery Program

ERAS

EDUCATION
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IN THE LOOP - HEALTHCARE UPDATES

Deadline for Annual LMS Required Modules 
The annual LMS training courses are important for 
ensuring the safety of our patients and our workplace, 
and are required by many regulatory organizations. Visit 
your “To Do” list in LMS to get started. The deadline to 
complete these trainings is June 30, 2020.

Reopening of the Ground Floor Neurosciences West 
Corridor Delayed until March 18
The Ground Floor Neurosciences west corridor, which 
is currently closed as part of the EDTU project, was 
scheduled to reopen on Tuesday, Feb. 18 but has been 
delayed due to unforeseen existing conditions that need to 
be addressed during the corridor closure. The corridor is 
scheduled to reopen on Monday, March 18. 

Employees on 80/20 Plan: Steps to Receive your 25% 
Reimbursement when Seeing a UNC Health Care Provider 
Effective Jan. 1, 2020, a 25% reimbursement is available to 
UNC Health Care state employees on State Health Plan’s 
80/20 plan and their dependents when they visit UNC 
Health Care or UNC Health Alliance providers. 

Upcoming Education on APP Shared Visit Billing 
Workflows 
A recent audit revealed compliance issues with APP 
shared visit billing workflows. The Epic Embedded 
Team is partnering with Professional Compliance to 
provide training for UNC Medical Center APPs and their 
supervising physicians regarding Epic inpatient APP 
charging workflows. 

Info
There are multiple scenarios which APPs are required 
to complete to ensure accurate charging within Epic@
UNC, so training will be department specific, on-site, and 
applicable to your specific APP charging workflow (e.g. 
independent, shared visit).  

The specific date and time of the training for your unit/
area of work will be communicated individually within 
each department. These trainings are mandatory. Please 
look for further communications. 

Professional Compliance Webinars
UNC Health Care Professional Compliance is excited 
to announce a new webinar series to address common 
questions providers and practice managers have 
about best practices for staying compliant. A list of 
upcoming webinars is below; please click the link to 
register. Please remember that Compliance is here 
to answer your questions. They can be reached at 
ProComplianceUNCHC@unchealth.unc.edu or on their 
intranet page. 
 
• CPT Changes – March 24, 7:15 – 7:45 a.m.
• Diagnosis Coding Linking and Unlinking – April 28, 

7:15 – 7:45 a.m.
• HCC Risk Adjustments – May 26, 7:15 – 7:45 a.m.

Tommy Caranasos, MD, doing a demonstration during the 
2019 Doctor for a Day event in the Sim Lab.
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PUBLICATIONS | CARDIOTHORACIC

Maul TM, Aspenleiter M, Palmer D, Sharma MS, Viegas 
ML, Wearden PD. Impact of Circuit Size on Coagulation and 
Hemolysis Complications in Pediatric Extracorporeal Membrane 
Oxygenation. ASAIO J. 2020 Jan 22. [Epub ahead of print] 
PubMed PMID: 31977350.

Egan TM. Commentary: Fishing for organs in a small 
fishing hole: What should we throw back and who should 
decide? J Thorac Cardiovasc Surg. 2019 Dec 17. pii:  S0022-
5223(19)37172-7. [Epub ahead of print] PubMed PMID: 
31973893.

Ikonomidis JS. Solutions for surgeon-scientists. J Thorac 
Cardiovasc Surg. 2019 Dec 11. pii: S0022-5223(19)33098-3. 
[Epub ahead of print] PubMed PMID: 31837767.

Kim-Campbell N, Gretchen C, Ritov VB, Kochanek PM, 

Balasubramani GK, Kenny E, Sharma M, Viegas M, Callaway 
C, Kagan VE, Bayír H. Bioactive Oxylipins in Infants and 
Children With Congenital Heart Disease Undergoing Pediatric 
Cardiopulmonary Bypass. Pediatr Crit Care Med. 2020 
Jan;21(1):33-41. PubMed PMID: 31305328.

Coyan GN, Zinn MD, West SC, Sharma MS. Heart 
Transplantation from Biventricular Support in Infant with Novel 
SMYD1 Mutation. Pediatr Cardiol. 2019 Dec;40(8):1745-1747. 
Epub 2019 Jul 5. PubMed PMID: 31278431.

Ares WJ, Tonetti DA, Greene S, Sharma MS, Xavier F, 
Jankowitz BT, Jadhav A. Pipeline Embolization of an Infectious 
Basilar Artery Aneurysm in a 2-Year-Old Child: Case Report, 
Discussion of the Literature and Perioperative Considerations. 
Oper Neurosurg (Hagerstown). 2019 Nov 1;17(5):E224-E228. 
PubMed PMID: 30690548.

PUBLICATIONS | BURN

Williams FN, Strassle PD, Knowlin L, Napravnik S, van Duin 
D, Charles A, Nizamani R, Jones SW, Cairns BA. Sex-Based 
Differences in Inpatient Burn Mortality. World J Surg. 2019 
Dec;43(12):3035-3043. PubMed PMID: 31511940; PubMed 
Central PMCID: PMC6871510.

PUBLICATIONS | ABDOMINAL TRANSPLANT

Desai CS, Gerber DA. Concise review of machine perfusion in 
liver transplantation. World J Hepatol. 2020 Jan 27;12(1):6-9. 
Review. PubMed PMID: 31984116; PubMed Central PMCID: 
PMC6946625.

Cools KS, Moon AM, Burke LMB, McGinty KA, Strassle PD, 
Gerber DA. Validation of the Liver Imaging Reporting and Data 
System Treatment Response Criteria After Thermal Ablation for 
Hepatocellular Carcinoma. Liver Transpl. 2020 Feb;26(2):203-

214. Epub 2019 Dec 20. PubMed PMID: 31677319; PubMed 
Central PMCID: PMC6980979.

Shao W, Pei X, Cui C, Askew C, Dobbins A, Chen X, Abajas 
YL, Gerber DA, Samulski RJ, Nichols TC, Li C. Superior human 
hepatocyte transduction with adeno-associated virus vector 
serotype 7. Gene Ther. 2019 Dec;26(12):504-514. Epub 2019 
Sep 30. PubMed PMID: 31570819; PubMed Central PMCID: 
PMC6923567.

PUBLICATIONS | GASTROINTESTINAL

Anefalos A, Herbella FAM, Patti MG. Upper Esophageal 
Sphincter Motility and Thoracic Pressure are Determinants 
of Pressurized Waves in Achalasia Subtypes According to the 
Chicago Classification. World J Surg. 2020 Jan 31. [Epub ahead 
of print] PubMed PMID: 32006132.

Zotti OR, Herbella FAM, Armijo PR, Oleynikov D, Aquino JL, 
Leandro-Merhi VA, Velanovich V, Salvador R, Costantini M, 
Low D, Wirsching A, Boshier PR, Kristem L, Gurski RR, Patti 
MG. Achalasia Treatment in Patients over 80 Years of Age: A 
Multicenter Survey. J Laparoendosc Adv Surg Tech A. 2020 Jan 
28. [Epub ahead of print] PubMed PMID: 31990609.

Nurczyk K, Perez AJ, Murty NS, Patti MG. A Novel University 
of North Carolina Laparoscopic Ventral Hernia Repair Simulator. 

J Laparoendosc Adv Surg Tech A. 2020 Jan 13. [Epub ahead of 
print] PubMed PMID: 31928496.

Schlottmann F, Gaber C, Strassle PD, Charles AG, Patti MG. 
Health care disparities in colorectal and esophageal cancer. Am 
J Surg. 2019 Dec 23. pii: S0002-9610(19)31579-X. [Epub ahead 
of print] PubMed PMID: 31898942.

Patti MG, Schlottmann F, Herbella FA. The Treatment of 
Esophageal Achalasia: At the Intersection Between Innovation 
and Patient’s Care. J Laparoendosc Adv Surg Tech A. 2020 Jan 
2. [Epub ahead of print] PubMed PMID: 31895620.

de Mello Del Grande L, Herbella FAM, Katayama RC, Lima WG, 
Patti MG. Transdiaphragmatic Pressure Gradient (TPG) Has a 

Dates: November, December 2019, and January 2020
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PUBLICATIONS | GASTROINTESTINAL CONTINUED

Central Role in the Pathophysiology of Gastroesophageal Reflux 
Disease (GERD) in the Obese and it Correlates with Abdominal 
Circumference but Not with Body Mass Index (BMI). Obes Surg. 
2019 Dec 19. [Epub ahead of print] PubMed  PMID: 31858395.

Casas MA, Schlottmann F, Herbella FAM, Buxhoeveden R, 
Patti MG. Esophageal achalasia after Roux-en-Y gastric bypass 
for morbid obesity. Updates Surg. 2019 Dec;71(4):631-635. 
doi: 10.1007/s13304-019-00688-3. Epub 2019 Nov 5. Review. 
PubMed PMID: 31691117.

Strassle PD, Kinlaw AC, Chaumont N, Angle HL, Lumpkin 
ST, Koruda MJ, Peery AF. Rates of Elective Colectomy for 
Diverticulitis Continued to Increase After 2006 Guideline 

Change. Gastroenterology. 2019 Dec;157(6):1679-1681.e11. 
Epub 2019 Sep 6. PubMed PMID: 31499038; PubMed Central 
PMCID: PMC6878190.

Schlottmann F, Patti MG. Diffuse esophageal spasm. Cir Esp. 
2019 Nov;97(9):533. Epub 2019 Feb 25. English, Spanish. 
PubMed PMID: 30819501.

Neto RML, Herbella FAM, Zugman A, Velanovich V, Montera 
B, Schlottmann F, Patti MG. Minor psychiatric disorders and 
objective diagnosis of gastroesophageal reflux disease. Surg 
Endosc. 2019 Dec;33(12):4116-4121. Epub 2019 Feb 27. PubMed 
PMID: 30815740.

PUBLICATIONS | GENERAL & ACUTE CARE
Perez AJ, Strassle PD, Sadava EE, Gaber C, Schlottmann F. 
Nationwide Analysis of Inpatient Laparoscopic Versus Open 
Inguinal Hernia Repair. J Laparoendosc Adv Surg Tech A. 2020 
Jan 14. [Epub ahead of print] PubMed PMID: 31934801.

Mahoney ST, Strassle PD, Schroen AT, Agans RP, Turner PL, 
Meyer AA, Freischlag JA, Brownstein MR. Survey of the US 
Surgeon Workforce: Practice Characteristics, Job Satisfaction, 
and Reasons for Leaving Surgery. J Am Coll Surg. 2020 Jan 10. 
pii: S1072-7515(20)30058-2. [Epub ahead of print] PubMed 
PMID: 31931143.

Westfall KM, Charles AG. Risk of Perforation in the Era of 
Nonemergent Management for Acute Appendicitis. Am Surg. 
2019 Nov 1;85(11):1209-1212. PubMed PMID: 31775960.

Louie M, Strassle PD, Moulder JK, Overby W. Risk factors for 
repeat hernia repair in women of childbearing age. Hernia. 2019 
Nov 26. [Epub ahead of print] PubMed PMID: 31773551.

Gallaher JR, Varela C, Purcell LN, Maine R, Charles A. 
Diurnal variation in trauma mortality in sub-Saharan Africa: A 
proxy for health care system maturity. Injury. 2020 Jan;51(1):97-
102. Epub 2019 Nov 9. PubMed PMID: 31761427; PubMed 
Central PMCID: PMC6939627.

Meyers MO, Charles AG. Transitions in surgical education. 
Surgery. 2019 Nov 12. pii: S0039-6060(19)30632-4. [Epub 
ahead of print] PubMed PMID: 31732126.

Scarlet S, Dreesen EB. Delivering Hospital-based Medical Care 
to Incarcerated Patients in North Carolina State Prisons: A Call 
for Communication and Collaboration. N C Med J. 2019 Nov-
Dec;80(6):348-351. PubMed PMID: 31685569.

Griggs C, Wyatt S, Wally MK, Runyon M, Hsu JR, Seymour RB, 
Beuhler M, Bosse MJ, Fogg R, Gibbs M, Haas E, Jarrett S, Leas 
D, Saha A, Schiro S, Watling B; PRIMUM Group.  Prescribing of 
Opioids and Benzodiazepines Among Patients With History of 
Overdose.  J Addict Med. 2019 Sep/Oct;13(5):396-402. PMID: 
30844876

PUBLICATIONS | PEDIATRIC
Lautz TB, Hayes-Jordan A. Recent progress in pediatric soft tissue 
sarcoma therapy. Semin Pediatr Surg. 2019 Dec;28(6):150862. 
Epub 2019 Nov 20. PubMed PMID: 31931970.

Phillips MR, English SL, Reichard K, Vinocur C, Berman L. The 
safety and efficacy of using negative pressure incisional wound 
VACs in pediatric and neonatal patients. J Pediatr Surg. 2019 Dec 
2. pii: S0022-3468(19)30746-8. [Epub ahead of print] PubMed 
PMID: 31839369.

Spunt SL, Million L, Chi YY, Anderson J, Tian J, Hibbitts E, Coffin 
C, McCarville MB, Randall RL, Parham DM, Black JO, Kao SC, 
Hayes-Jordan A, Wolden S, Laurie F, Speights R, Kawashima 
E, Skapek SX, Meyer W, Pappo AS, Hawkins DS. A risk-based 
treatment strategy for non-rhabdomyosarcoma soft-tissue 
sarcomas in patients younger than 30 years (ARST0332): a 
Children’s Oncology Group prospective study. Lancet Oncol. 
2020 Jan;21(1):145-161. Epub 2019 Nov 27. PubMed PMID: 
31786124; PubMed Central PMCID: PMC6946838.

Phillips MR, Adamson WT, McLean SE, Hance L, Lupa MC, 
Pittenger SL, Dave P, McNaull PP. Implementation of a pediatric 
enhanced recovery pathway decreases opioid utilization and 
shortens time to full feeding. J Pediatr Surg. 2020 Jan;55(1):101-
105. doi: 10.1016/j.jpedsurg.2019.09.065. Epub 2019 Nov 15. 
PubMed PMID: 31784102.

Miller BT, Nakayama DK. In Close Combat: Vice-Admiral Lord 
Horatio Nelson’s Injuries in the Napoleonic Wars. Am Surg. 2019 
Nov 1;85(11):1304-1307. PubMed PMID: 31775975.

Nakayama DK. Vignettes from the history of pediatric surgery. 
J Pediatr Surg. 2020 Jan;55S:1-37. Epub 2019 Nov 9. Review. 
PubMed PMID: 31759657.

Hughes BD, Nakayama D. Lester Martin and his endorectal 
pull-through procedure for ulcerative colitis. J Pediatr Surg. 2019 
Nov;54(11):2457-2460. Epub 2019 Aug 5. Review. PubMed PMID: 
31416594; PubMed Central PMCID: PMC6879828.
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PUBLICATIONS | SURGICAL ONCOLOGY

Herb JN, Dunham LN, Ollila DW, Stitzenberg KB, Meyers MO. 
Use of Completion Lymph Node Dissection for Sentinel Lymph 
Node Positive Melanoma. J Am Coll Surg. 2020 Jan 16. pii: 
S1072-7515(20)30071-5. [Epub ahead of print] PubMed PMID: 
31954818.

Rodriguez JD, Kirk D, Benefield T, Maygarden SJ, Pou K, Kim LT, 
Hackman TG, Khandani AH. Outcome of radioiodine therapy 
in thyroid cancer patients with recent contrasted computed 
tomography. Nucl Med Commun. 2019 Dec 31. [Epub ahead of 
print] PubMed PMID: 31895755.

Downs-Canner SM, Gaber CE, Louie RJ, Strassle PD, Gallagher 
KK, Muss HB, Ollila DW. Nodal positivity decreases with age 
in women with early-stage, hormone receptor-positive breast 
cancer. Cancer. 2019 Dec 20. [Epub ahead of print] PubMed 
PMID: 31860136.

Barrio AV, Downs-Canner S, Edelweiss M, Van Zee KJ, Cody HS 
3rd, Gemignani ML, Pilewskie ML, Plitas G, El-Tamer M, Kirstein L, 
Capko D, Patil S, Morrow M. Microscopic Extracapsular Extension 
in Sentinel Lymph Nodes Does Not Mandate Axillary Dissection 
in Z0011-Eligible Patients. Ann Surg Oncol. 2019 Dec 9. [Epub 
ahead of print] PubMed PMID: 31820212.

Karachaliou GS, Ayvali F, Collichio FA, Lee CB, Ivanova A, Ollila 
DW, Moschos SJ. Chemotherapy Following PD-1 Inhibitor 
Blockade in Patients with Unresectable Stage III/Stage IV 
Metastatic Melanoma: A Single Academic Institution Experience. 
Oncology. 2019 Dec 3:1-5. [Epub ahead of print] PubMed PMID: 
31794964.

Stitzenberg KB, Nielsen ME. Editorial Comment. J Urol. 2019 Nov 
26:101097JU000000000000052202. [Epub ahead of print] 
PubMed PMID: 31769722.

Rashid NU, Peng XL, Jin C, Moffitt RA, Volmar KE, Belt BA, 
Panni RZ, Nywening TM, Herrera SG, Moore KJ, Hennessey SG, 
Morrison AB, Kawalerski R, Nayyar A, Chang AE, Schmidt B, 

Clement RC, Strassle PD, Ostrum RF. Does Very High Surgeon 
or Hospital Volume Improve Outcomes for Hemiarthroplasty 
Following Femoral Neck Fractures? J Arthroplasty. 2019 Dec 
6. pii: S0883-5403(19)31116-7. [Epub ahead of print] PubMed 

Kim HJ, Linehan DC, Yeh JJ. Purity Independent Subtyping of 
Tumors (PurIST), A Clinically Robust, Single-sample Classifier 
for Tumor Subtyping in Pancreatic Cancer. Clin Cancer Res. 2020 
Jan 1;26(1):82-92. Epub 2019 Nov 21. PubMed PMID: 31754050; 
PubMed Central PMCID: PMC6942634.

Spanheimer PM, Ganly I, Chou J, Capanu M, Ghossein RA, 
Tuttle RM, Wong RJ, Shaha AR, Untch BR. Long-Term Oncologic 
Outcomes After Curative Resection of Familial Medullary Thyroid 
Carcinoma. Ann Surg Oncol. 2019 Dec;26(13):4423-4429. Epub 
2019 Sep 23. PubMed PMID: 31549322; PubMed Central PMCID: 
PMC6876629.

Downs-Canner S, Heerdt A. Reply to “Downs-Canner S, Zabor 
EC, Wind T, Cobovic A, McCormick B, Morrow M, Heerdt A. 
Radiation Therapy After Breast-Conserving Surgery for Women 
70 Years of Age or Older: How Wisely Do We Choose? In Regard 
to Downs-Canner et al.” by Hannoun-Levi, Jean Michel et al. 
(ASO-2019-07-1622). Ann Surg Oncol. 2019 Dec;26(Suppl 
3):861-862. Epub 2019 Aug 30. PubMed PMID: 31471839.

Ollila DW, Meyers MO. Time may Heal All Wounds, but 
While It Does, Melanoma Marches on. Ann Surg Oncol. 2019 
Nov;26(12):3800-3802. Epub 2019 Aug 29. PubMed PMID: 
31468216.

Mamtani A, Nakhlis F, Downs-Canner S, Zabor EC, Morrow 
M, King TA, Van Zee KJ. Impact of Age on Locoregional and 
Distant Recurrence After Mastectomy for Ductal Carcinoma 
In Situ With or Without Microinvasion. Ann Surg Oncol. 2019 
Dec;26(13):4264-4271. Epub 2019 Aug 22. PubMed PMID: 
31440931; PubMed Central PMCID: PMC6868329.

Spanheimer PM, Barrio AV. ASO Author Reflections: Malignant/
Borderline Phyllodes Tumors Without Uniformly Poor Histologic 
Features Have an Excellent Prognosis. Ann Surg Oncol. 2019 
Dec;26(Suppl 3):619-620. Epub 2019 May 20. PubMed PMID: 
31111350; PubMed Central PMCID: PMC6864261.

PMID: 31918987.
Pauley E, Orgel R, Rossi JS, Strassle PD. Response. Chest. 2019 
Dec;156(6):1272-1273. PubMed PMID: 31812197.

PUBLICATIONS | UNC SURGERY

Dates: November, December 2019, and January 2020

PUBLICATIONS | PLASTICS

Kugar M, Strassle P, Elkins-Williams T, Garimella R, Pham M, 
Elton S, van Aalst J, Wood J. Wound Healing Complications 
After Cranial Vault Reconstruction for Craniosynostosis. J 
Craniofac Surg. 2020 Jan/Feb;31(1):110-112. PubMed PMID: 
31652214.

Hadad MJ, Puvanesarajah V, Deune EG. Complications of 
Transradial Catheterization and Cannulation. J Hand Surg Am. 
2019 Nov;44(11):973-979. Epub 2019 Aug 21. Review. PubMed 
PMID: 31445696.

Rojas J, Familiari F, Borade AU, Joseph J, Deune EG, Ingari JV, 
McFarland EG. Exposure of the brachial plexus in complex 
revisions to reverse total shoulder arthroplasty. Int Orthop. 2019 
Dec;43(12):2789-2797. Epub 2019 Jun 15. PubMed PMID: 31203471.

Vivace BJ, Kachare SD, Ablavsky M, Abell SR, Meredith LT, 
Kapsalis CN, Choo JH, Wilhelmi BJ. Breast Reconstruction With 
Local Flaps: Don’t Forget Grandma. Eplasty. 2019 Dec 10;19:e23. 
eCollection 2019. Review. PubMed PMID: 31885766; PubMed 
Central PMCID: PMC6916609.

UNC SURGERY   |   WINTER 2020   |   18 PUBLICATIONS



Jack G, Arora S, Strassle PD, Sitammagari K, Gangani K, 
Yeung M, Cavender MA, O’Gara PT, Vavalle JP. Differences in 
Inpatient Outcomes After Surgical Aortic Valve Replacement at 
Transcatheter Aortic Valve Replacement (TAVR) and Non-TAVR 
Centers. J Am Heart Assoc. 2019 Nov 19;8(22):e013794. Epub 
2019 Nov 13. PubMed PMID: 31718443; PubMed Central PMCID: 
PMC6915265.

Strassle PD, Sickbert-Bennett EE, Klompas M, Lund JL, Stewart 
PW, Marx AH, DiBiase LM, Weber DJ. Incidence and risk factors 
of non-device-associated pneumonia in an acute-care hospital. 
Infect Control Hosp Epidemiol. 2020. Jan;41(1):73-79. Epub 2019 
Oct 29. PubMed PMID: 31658914.

Hendrickson MJ, Bhyan P, Arora S, Strassle PD, Qamar A, 
Bahekar AA, Cavender MA, Vavalle JP. Trends in Inpatient 
Complications and Readmissions After Transcatheter or Surgical 
Mitral Valve Repair From 2012 to 2016. JACC Cardiovasc Interv. 
2020 Jan 27;13(2):272-274. Epub 2019 Sep 26. PubMed PMID: 
31564596.

Strassle PD, Sickbert-Bennett EE, Klompas M, Lund JL, Stewart 
PW, Marx AH, DiBiase LM, Weber DJ. Incidence and risk factors 
of non-device-associated urinary tract infections in an acute-care 
hospital. Infect Control Hosp Epidemiol. 2019 Nov;40(11):1242-
1247. Epub 2019 Sep 2. PubMed PMID: 31475662.

PUBLICATIONS | UNC SURGERY

PUBLICATIONS | VASCULAR

Ghaferi AA, Haider AH, Kibbe MR. Maximizing the Impact of 
Surgical Health Services Research: The Methodology Toolbox. 
JAMA Surg. 2020 Jan 29. [Epub ahead of print] PubMed PMID: 
31995141.

Mangum KD, Farber MA. Genetic and epigenetic regulation of 
abdominal aortic aneurysms. Clin Genet. 2020 Jan 19. [Epub 
ahead of print] Review. PubMed PMID: 31957007.

Kibbe MR, Bauchner H. Announcing the 100th Anniversary of 
JAMA Surgery, 1920 to 2020. JAMA Surg. 2020 Jan 8. [Epub 
ahead of print] PubMed PMID: 31913426.

Chandler LA, Alvarez OM, Blume PA, Kim PJ, Kirsner RS, Lantis 
JC, Marston WA. Wound Conforming Matrix Containing 
Purified Homogenate of Dermal Collagen Promotes Healing of 
Diabetic Neuropathic Foot Ulcers: Comparative Analysis Versus 
Standard of Care. Adv Wound Care (New Rochelle). 2020 Feb 
1;9(2):61-67. Epub 2019 Dec 18. PubMed PMID: 31903299; 
PubMed Central  PMCID: PMC6940589.

Tenorio ER, Oderich GS, Farber MA, Schneider DB, Timaran CH, 
Schanzer A, Beck AW, Motta F, Sweet MP; U.S. Fenestrated and 
Branched Aortic Research Consortium Investigators. Outcomes 
of endovascular repair of chronic postdissection compared 
with degenerative thoracoabdominal aortic aneurysms using 
fenestrated-branched stent grafts. J Vasc Surg. 2019 Dec 24. pii: 
S0741-5214(19)32645-X. [Epub ahead of print] PubMed PMID: 
31882309.

McDermott MM, Guralnik JM, Tian L, Zhao L, Polonsky TS, 
Kibbe MR, Criqui MH, Zhang D, Conte MS, Domanchuk K, Li L, 
Sufit R, Leeuwenburgh C, Ferrucci L. Comparing 6-minute walk 
versus treadmill walking distance as outcomes in randomized 
trials of peripheral artery disease. J Vasc Surg. 2019 Dec 21. pii: 
S0741-5214(19)31736-7. [Epub ahead of print] PubMed PMID: 
31870756.

Ruiz CS, Kalbaugh CA, Browder SE, McGinigle KL, Kibbe MR, 
Farber MA, Crowner JR, Marston WA, Pascarella L. Operative 
strategies for inferior vena cava repair  in oncologic surgery. 
J Vasc Surg Venous Lymphat Disord. 2019 Dec 13. pii: S2213-

333X(19)30529-3. [Epub ahead of print] PubMed PMID: 
31843478.

Klein MK, Tsihlis ND, Pritts TA, Kibbe MR. Emerging Therapies 
for Prehospital Control of Hemorrhage. J Surg Res. 2019 Nov 
8. pii: S0022-4804(19)30737-1. [Epub ahead of print] Review. 
PubMed PMID: 31711614.

Olson SL, Panthofer AM, Harris DJ, Jordan WD Jr, Farber MA, 
Cambria RP, Matsumura JS. CT-Derived Pretreatment Thoracic 
Sarcopenia Is Associated with Late Mortality after Thoracic 
Endovascular Aortic Repair. Ann Vasc Surg. 2019 Nov 6. pii: 
S0890-5096(19)30948-3. [Epub ahead of print] PubMed 
PMID: 31705993.

Marston WA, Lantis JC 2nd, Wu SC, Nouvong A, Lee TD, 
McCoy ND, Slade HB, Tseng SC. An open-label trial of 
cryopreserved human umbilical cord in the treatment of 
complex diabetic foot ulcers complicated by osteomyelitis. 
Wound Repair Regen. 2019 Nov;27(6):680-686. Epub 2019 
Aug 19. PubMed PMID: 31376297; PubMed Central PMCID: 
PMC6900178.

Haben C, Park WM, Bena JF, Parodi FE, Lyden SP. Improving 
midterm results justify the continued use of bare-metal stents 
for endovascular therapy for chronic mesenteric ischemia. J 
Vasc Surg. 2020 Jan;71(1):111-120. Epub 2019 Jul 18. PubMed 
PMID: 31327617.

Farber MA, Oderich GS, Timaran C, Sanchez LA, Dawson Z; 
Zenith p-Branch Feasibility Study Investigators. Results from 
a prospective multicenter feasibility study of Zenith p-Branch 
stent graft. J Vasc Surg. 2019 Nov;70(5):1409-1418.e3. Epub 
2019 Jun 27. PubMed PMID: 31255472.

Young JC, Paul NJ, Karatas TB, Kondrasov SA, McGinigle KL, 
Crowner JR, Pascarella L, Farber MA, Kibbe MR, Marston WA, 
Kalbaugh CA. Cigarette smoking intensity informs outcomes 
after open revascularization for peripheral artery disease. J Vasc 
Surg. 2019 Dec;70(6):1973-1983.e5. Epub 2019 Jun 5. PubMed 
PMID: 31176638.
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RESEARCH

RESEARCH RESOURCES 

Carolina Data Warehouse for Health (CDW-H) is a central 
data repository containing clinical, research, and administrative 
data sourced from the UNC Health Care System. The CDW-H 
team hosts office hours twice per month (the first Wednesday 
and third Thursday). This is a chance for anyone with questions 
about datasets, i2b2, or additional CDW “stuff” to speak with an 
analyst; no appointment necessary. 

Next Date: 1st Wednesday and 3rd Thursday of every month
Time: 1:00 PM – 5:00 PM
Location: Brinkhous-Bullitt Building, Room 218

SPIN Plus is a comprehensive funding opportunities database 
that gives UNC researchers access to over 40,000 funding 
opportunities from more than 10,000 federal and non-federal 
sponsors. Additional information about SPIN is available here: 
https://research.unc.edu/research-development/finding-funding/
spin-plus-funding-database/

PROPOSAL DEVELOPMENT 
Grace Chen, BA, our Research Administrator, and Annie Skilton, 
MSLS, CRA, our Research Program Coordinator, provide support for 
all areas of proposal development including clinical trials and will be 
your main contacts (see below for group assignments) for all things 
relating to pre-award research. They will help you with developing 
your budget, compiling the appropriate documentation for your 
proposal, routing your grant for submission and coordinating 
with the Office of Clinical Trials, the sponsor, and administration. 
Please notify Grace or Annie as early as possible, but at least 6 
weeks before the due date, as external grants must be routed and 
submitted to the university 7-days before the due date!  

Groups assigned to Grace

Burn Vascular
Pediatric Surgery Plastics and Reconstructive
Gastrointestinal Surgery Chair

Groups assigned to Annie

Abdominal Transplant Cardiothoracic
General and Acute Care Surgical Oncology
Resident | Trainees

To request grant submission assistance or clinical trial contract 
submission, please complete the online service request form 
found under Research on the UNC Surgery website. To request 
clinical trial contract submission, please complete the online 
service request form.

BIOSTATISTICS 
The Department of Surgery is collaborating with the North Carolina 
Translational and Clinical Sciences Institute (NC TraCS) to provide 
biostatisticial consultations and support to our faculty members 

RESEARCH TRAININGS AND EVENTS

Research Electronic Data Capture (REDCap) Training
REDCap, is a secure web application that can be used to build 
and manage case report forms, surveys and other data capture 
mechanisms for clinical research. NC TraCS offers training classes 
to assist researchers in getting started with building REDCap data 
collection forms for their research projects. For more information 
about REDCap or to sign-up for future trainings, please visit 
the https://tracs.unc.edu/index.php/services/biomedical-
informatics/redcap.

Introduction to EMERSE
EMERSE (Electronic Medical Record Search Engine) allows 
users to search free text (unstructured) clinical notes from the 
electronic health record. This training will cover what EMERSE 
is, how it works, and how to use it appropriately. For more 
information about EMERSE or to sign-up for future trainings, 
please visit the https://tracs.unc.edu/index.php/services/
biomedical-informatics/emerse.

and residents. Biostatistics support can be requested through the 
NC TRaCS website. If you are using a database, creating a database 
or have questions as to whether you need a biostatistician, please 
continue to contact Paula Strassle and Charley Gaber through the 
online service request form found under Research on the UNC 
Surgery website.

DATABASE MANAGEMENT
Paula Strassle, PhD, MSPH, Assistant Professor is our Database 
Manager. Her team will provide assistance for data collection, 
database set-up, and chart reviews. They will help you organize 
and think about your data so that you will be able to analyze it 
when you are ready. Still have questions? Check out the FAQs. 
They are in charge of the NIS, NSQIP, and SEER databases and 
can also point you to other databases that may be of assistance. 
Please contact them BEFORE you start any project involving data. 
To request their assistance, please complete the online service 
request form found under Research on the UNC Surgery website.

EVIDENCE BASED PRACTICE AND RESEARCH
Clinical librarian and liaison from the Health Sciences Library. 
Provides support for evidence-based practice and research, 
including

• Focused or comprehensive literature searching
• Critically appraising evidence
• Collaborating on systematic reviews
• Advice on presenting/publishing results
• Education on research tools and resources, including searching 

PubMed and other literature databases, SPIN for finding 
funding sources, Covidence for systematic reviews, and 
citation management software.

 
To request systematic review assistance, please complete the 
online request form. For any other requests, contact Rebecca at 
rcarlson@unc.edu.

RESEARCH SUPPORT
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http://Carolina Data Warehouse for Health (CDW-H) 
http://SPIN Plus
https://www.med.unc.edu/surgery/research/support/grant-service-request-form/
https://www.med.unc.edu/surgery/research/support/industry-sponsored-clinical-trial-services-form/]
https://www.med.unc.edu/surgery/research/support/industry-sponsored-clinical-trial-services-form/]
https://tracs.unc.edu/index.php/services/biostatistics
http://www.med.unc.edu/surgery/database-manager-request-form
https://www.med.unc.edu/surgery/research/resident-research/available-databases/
https://www.med.unc.edu/surgery/research/resident-research/available-databases/
http://: http://www.med.unc.edu/surgery/database-manager-request-form/
http://: http://www.med.unc.edu/surgery/database-manager-request-form/
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=T9WzWMkW00KvCB_KvQlWZjIOwsuPBcdBjGL1xMhQGidUNEJWN1M0Q0Q4WDU3Qlc0VTBOUEZGOUowTi4u
mailto:rcarlson%40unc.edu?subject=


ABSTRACT DEADLINES

GRANT OPPORTUNITIES
FACULTY

BOTH

2020 American Association for the Surgery of Trauma (AAST) 
Meeting Date: September 9-12, 2020 
Location: Waikoloa, HI
Abstract Deadline: March 1, 2020
More information available here

American College of Surgeons (ACS) Clinical Congress 2020  
Meeting Date: October 4-8, 2020
Location: Chicago, IL
Abstract Deadline: March 2, 2020
More information available here

Office of Research Development Publication Grants
Application Deadline: April 6, 2020
More information available here.

NC TraCS Pilot Awards for Translational Research
Application Deadline: March 24, 2020 is the next deadline for 
three NC TraCS Pilot award programs:

• $5-50K Translational Research Matched Pilot Grants
• FastTraCS Funding: Special emphasis on drugs, devices 

and diagnostics development 
• Translational Science Methods and Process Awards 

(TSMPA)
For more information about these pilot grant mechanisms 
please contact Paul Kerr or nctracs@unc.edu.

NC TraCS $2K Grant Awards
Application Deadline(s) 2020: March 17; April 21; May 19
Award Amount: $2,000
More information available here. 

Pilot Grants for Gastrointestinal Biology Research
Letter of Intent Deadline: March 16, 2020 
Application Deadline: April 27, 2020
Award Amount: Up to $30,000
More information available here. 
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http://www.aast.org/AnnualMeeting/OnlineAbstractSubmission.aspx
https://www.facs.org/clincon2020/call-for-abstracts 
https://research.unc.edu/files/2019/09/ORDPublicationGrantRFP2019-1.pdf 
https://tracs.unc.edu/index.php/services/pilot-program/tracs-5k-50k-grants
https://tracs.unc.edu/index.php/services/pilot-program/fasttracs-grant
https://tracs.unc.edu/index.php/services/pilot-program/fasttracs-grant
https://tracs.unc.edu/index.php/services/pilot-program/translational-science-methods-process-awards
https://tracs.unc.edu/index.php/services/pilot-program/translational-science-methods-process-awards
mailto:paul_kerr%40med.unc.edu?subject=
mailto:nctracs%40unc.edu?subject=
https://tracs.unc.edu/index.php/services/pilot-program/tracs-2k-grants
https://www.med.unc.edu/cgibd/pilot-feasibility/


GRAND ROUNDS

VISITING PROFESSORS: INSIGHTS FROM EXPERTS

Wednesdays 7:15 am - 8:15 am at the 4th floor Clinic Auditorium

3/4/2020
Colin G Thomas Jr. 
Distinguished Visiting Professor 
Nat Soper, MD, Loyal and Edith 
Davis Professor of Surgery, Chair 
Emeritus Department of Surgery, 
Feinberg School of Medicine, 

Northwestern University

3/11/2020
Quality Quarterly 
Career Corner

3/18/2020
Faculty Meeting

3/25/2019
Faculty Talk
Felicia Williams, MD, Assistant Professor 
of Surgery, Division of Burn Surgery

4/1/2020
Faculty Talk
Kate McGinigle, MD, Assistant Professor 
of Surgery, Division of Vascular Surgery

4/8/2020
Chief Residents
Sara Scarlet, MD 
and Kim Jones, MD

4/15/2020
Oliver R. Rowe Distinguished 
Visiting Professor Sherry 
Wren, MD, Professor Of Surgery 
(General Surgery), Palo Alto 
Veterans Affairs Health Care 
System

4/22/2020
Faculty Talk
Munee Kapadia, MD, Associate Professor, 
Division of GI Surgery and Associate Vice 
Chair of Education

4/29/2020
UNC Visiting Speaker
Nathan Thomas, PhD, Vice Dean 
for Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion, 
UNC School of Medicine

5/6/2020
James F. Newsome, MD 
Distinguished Visiting Professor 
Sandra Wong, MD, MD, Chair 
and William N. and Bessie 
Allyn Professor of Surgery, 
Geisel School of Medicine and 

Dartmouth-Hitchcock

5/13/2020
Chief Resident
Rafi Fredman, MD

5/20/2020
Quality Quarterly 
Career Corner

5/27/2020
Interdisciplinary M&M

PROPOSAL
Removal of disincentives (financial neutrality)
A Regulated system of incentives

Key Principles
 a. Protection of donor and recipient

• Risk to the donor should be similar to our 
accepted standards to our current living 
donors.

• The donor must be fully informed, understand 
the risks, understand the nature of the 
incentive and how it will be distributed, and 
receive the benefit. 

• There must be follow-up and an opportunity 
to redress any wrongdoing.

 b. Transparency

• Regulations and oversight processes must 
be clearly defined and available for outside 
review, whether national or international.

 c. Oversight, and d. Regulations
• There must be clearly defined policies for 

follow-up, outcome determination, and for 
detection and correction of irregularities.

• There should be defined consequences for 
entities within the system that to no adhere to 
policies. 

Essential Elements
1. Protection of donor and recipient. 
2. Allocation by pre-defined algorithm similar 

to UNOS (everyone on the list has an 
opportunity to be transplanted; not the rich 
buying from the poor

3. Incentive provided by government;
4. Fixed “package” to the donor;
5. No other living kidney donor 

commercialization legal;
6. Limited to citizens & legal residents to allow 

for long-term follow-up
7. A Plan for supervision and correction of 

irregularities. 

Incentives could include a choice of options
• Life insurance

• Health insurance
• Tax deductions/credit
• College tuition
• Direct payment
• Others

Opponents to incentives often confuse a 
“regulated system” from an “unregulated free 
market”, and note that unregulated markets have 
failed elsewhere

Of note - because a transplant is cost-effective vs. 
dialysis, a regulated system of incentives can be cost-
neutral (or cost-saving) to the health care system.

SUMMARY - OPINION (RE-INCENTIVES)
• Unless major changes are made there will 

continue to be a shortage of organs;
• This will lead to unnecessary death and 

suffering;
• Every effort should be made to increase both 

living and deceased donation;
• Legalizing incentives has the potential to solve 

this problem;
• The public supports incentives;
• We should advocate for a change in the law so 

that trials can be initiated. 

Visiting Professor 
Arthur Matas, MD, 
Professor Department 
of Surgery University of 
Minnesota

Controversies in 
Increasing Living  
Kidney Donation

UNC SURGERY   |   WINTER 2020   |   22 EDUCATION



COMMUNICATIONS

The Power of Your Faculty Video

FACULTY VIDEOS

“I saw a patient today in clinic who was billed as a second 
opinion from Duke.  We did our usual breast cancer evaluation 
and teaching, and at the end of the visit, the patient made it 
very clear that she is staying at UNC.  I thanked her but she 
continued.....she stated she and her husband had been looking 
for a new provider on YouTube.  Your video is how they chose 
to come to see me at UNC.  Specifically, it was the footage of 
me with Anna C. in the exam room.  The patient today stated 
she felt like she got just what she was expecting based upon 
your video.  THANK YOU!  Anna C. was so happy and so is 
the patient today!!” - David Ollila, MD

Views

Likes

Engagements

TOP 5 VIDEOS

Pediatric Surgery - A Guide to Day Surgery
UNC Department of Surgery Video
UNC Surgery Profile: Melina Kibbe, MD
UNC Surgery Profile: Andrea Hayes-Jordan, MD
UNC Surgery Profile: Mahesh Sharma, MD

Impressions

Impressions

Impressions
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73k

43k

3k
SOCIALPATIENT STORY
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TW
ITTER
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BE

Serrano, MD 
Faculty Video

HJ Kim, MD 
Faculty Video

Bahnson, PhD 
NIH K01 Award

A Wild Story: Adult Congenital 
Patient Receives Modified Ross 
Procedure
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https://www.med.unc.edu/surgery/story/a-wild-story-adult-congenital-patient-receives-ross-procedure/?fbclid=IwAR1HH8X617vvxrxdnXcyGTHp3346B5ofoadROiUJE8fxZ3Zqg_3anfkh96A
https://www.med.unc.edu/surgery/story/a-wild-story-adult-congenital-patient-receives-ross-procedure/?fbclid=IwAR1HH8X617vvxrxdnXcyGTHp3346B5ofoadROiUJE8fxZ3Zqg_3anfkh96A
https://www.med.unc.edu/surgery/story/a-wild-story-adult-congenital-patient-receives-ross-procedure/?fbclid=IwAR1HH8X617vvxrxdnXcyGTHp3346B5ofoadROiUJE8fxZ3Zqg_3anfkh96A


Department of Surgery
Burnett-Womack Bldg CB7050
Chapel Hill, NC 27599

med.unc.edu/surgery (919) 966-4320 @uncsurgery@uncsurgery

MISSION
The Department of Surgery’s mission is to 
provide the highest quality patient care to 
all people through innovation, world-class 
research, and training the next generation 
of surgical health care professionals and 
scientists. 

VISION
To be the nation’s leading public academic 
Department of Surgery.

MAKE A GIFT
Philanthropy inspires innovation and 
paves the way for healthier futures for 
our patients. Gifts to the Department 
of Surgery advance surgical care in the 
operating room and the clinic, enable us 
to pursue bold ideas in the research arena, 
and provide a rigorous training experience 
for tomorrow’s surgical leaders. 
For information about ways to support the 
UNC Department of Surgery or to make a 
gift, please contact Mary Margaret Carroll, 
Senior Executive Director of Development 
at the Medical Foundation of NC, at  
mary_carroll@med.unc.edu, (919) 843-
8443 or visit go.unc.edu/uncsurgery.

mailto:mary_carroll%40med.unc.edu?subject=
http://go.unc.edu/uncsurgery

