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                                  Reflective Statement 

 

                                     

When I came to UNC in 2001 it was because of an excellent professional opportunity in a 

great Urology Division and Department of Surgery. I stay at UNC because it has become 

my home.  As an academic physician I trained, as most physicians did, at numerous 

institutions in the initial years of my career.  Excellent years. Productive years.  My 

attachment to those institutions is an alumnus.  UNC is different.   UNC is my home and 

is to be protected and nourished. 

 

 What can I do to add to the whole and improve the environment that I came into? A 

short, one year, plan may involve stabilization and evaluation but the 5 year and certainly 

the 10 year vision, must ultimately be one of forward movement and improvement.  The 

difficulties facing today’s medical schools are numerous and substantial.   It is my 

responsibility to insure that my small piece of the UNC School of Medicine, the only one 

I can control, is not one of difficulties but one of the successes. 

 

A large part of my academic responsibilities to UNC is resident and medical student 

education. When training adults in their formative years it is imperative to make sure they 

are given opportunities to be active participants in meaningful situations where they can 

learn from the events.   These young physicians are frequently independent and strong 

willed that observe those around them and then make their own decisions on how to act.  

How their mentors respond and act in today’s changing field of medicine, how we feel 

about it, and what we believe in, will shape them more than how we tell them they should 

respond, act and feel.   The day to day activities of patient care will follow appropriately 

if the foundation of what it means to be a physician is laid appropriately.  This is the 

responsibility of the senior faculty.   

 

Richard W. Sutherland, MD 
 

 


